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Mr. Hubbard tells us, that theſe diſcourſes were di- 


ReverEND SIR | 


HEN the twelve Sermons preached 
at Mr. Coward's Lecture came out, 
bearing the name of ſix reverend and 


worthy Divines, .my natural curioſity, and hopes 


of finding an agreeable entertainment in them, 
immediately led me to peruſe them. Thereverend 


reftly intended to recommend our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


 wohich lying near the beart of the worthy founder, 


was principally in his view from the firſt ſettlement 
of the lefure. This deſign is undoubtedly good, 
and how well the gentlemen concern'd in execu- 


ting it have performed, I leave the world to judge. 


I had originally no intention nor inclination to 
make any remarks on any of this ſextuple alliance. 
However I might differ as to ſome incidental 
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diſſenting congregations, as in Mw 


A LE 1.8 ＋ ER 70 the RF 
with a chriſtian ſpirit, and preached Chriſt's 
lovelineſs and glory according to their own en- 
tirpents, without any . injurious and 
reflections upon their brethren, * 

I could have particularly wilh'd that Mr. 2» 
Guyſe had ated this "chriſtian part: Lou 
ent have ſaved yourſelf and me the trouble 
of theſe reflections. But ag I think I have an 
equal concern with you for the intereſt of chri- 
ſtianity, and the preaching Chriſt, and as I be- 
lieve Chris lovelineſs 5+ glory is as frequently 
and pertinently inſiſted. on in- other S 1 


thoſe of his party, or even at good Mr. ee 
Lecture; and as I have a tender regard for bay 


reputation and character of al ene 
faithful miniſters ;, I could not ſuffer m r 5 


| 5 by your hard. and, raſh cenſures — your 


ethren, openly pronounced in the ſolemn aſ- 
ſembly, and now propagated: for the publick 
edification, "wkhour ome Gil een 


upon Tem... 

The ſubject allatted. to you- for cho ground 
of your diſcourſes is. truly nr nb and me- 
thinks of ſuch. à nature, as ſnould have kept. you, 
from any thing that borders upon. Wrath, vari- 
ance, emulation, cenſoriouſneſs, and haſty. judgr: 
ing the ſervants and miniſters of Chriſt. 
for any one, whoſe very text and ſubject of diſ- 
courſe was preaching. 2 Hriſt, to introduce his 
fermon with a railing; accuſution againſt others 


is, to uſe. your own. So rale r 


and amazing. Ds | . | 

I ſhall not e any rem son your; account 
of the titles or characters of Chriſt, nor on that 
acute criticiſm which. you. have laid for the foun- 
dation of your firſt ler mon; as as; to Ge ſenſe 7 


Reben 2h: 1075 Gvyse. 


cke words Chit, and 1he Son of Goa, which 
accurately diſtinguiſh into the Divine and Offer 
| 2 titles ; which” conceit 1 leave you in full poſleſ- | 
Fon of. I hall only take the liberty to . 
an into the account you have given vs, What it 
zs to preach Chriſt, — 5 the juſtneſs 
ef your cenſures upon may ha 
to Var from you about Ge ad" 55 
ke, or who may preach Chriſt in a ſome- 
* what different mmer from what you do your 


fled with greater latitude or reſtriction. That 
in "vÞe latitnde of the expreſſion it takes in the 

40Þdle rom paſs of chriſtian religion,” conſt dered in 
Its 1 Wee 140 Cbriſt. That it extends to all its 
noble improvements of natural light and principles, 
: an t all its ke peculiarities" of "1h2 Juper- 
p 


natural and incompr eben le kind. That in this 

fenſe there is ub Gepe, inſtirution, precept or pro- 

' iſe, no grace, privilege or duty townrds God or 

g man; no inffance of farth, dave, 2 = 

Dip of obedient; 2 to the 11 pl fare, Bc. 
bat dont Bong 7 o preaching 'Chrift, This, I 

2 think, vx very good and Flt notion of preach- 

ing Clit, er the religion of Chriſt; and in this 

extenſive view ſurely every miniſter of Chrift 

1 -onght- to preach Im 3 and not fo to confine 

Himfelf-to ſome peculiar and favourite doctrines 

or topicks, às to exctude other things equally 

important, and equally contained in the chri- 

Wan RNs core ou add, that to bring all theſe 

= 1 8 this denomination, i. e. to 

'make K of the noble improvements 

of natural ABer and principles by Chriſt, and 

the — uliarities of the” ſupernatural 

3 inc benlible — in . Soſpel; L 


You tell ad, Ut preaching Chr may be cou pag. 227 


E 


Preach on theſe ſubjects, as I often have done, I 
ſhould be fo far from conſulting Plato, or the 
heathen moraliſts, as to think it my duty to con- 
fine myſelf wholly to the goſpel · account, and not 
trouble my hearers with the curious diſtinctions 
and nice ſpeculations of heathen or chriſtian phi- 
loſophers, which gender to ſtrife, rather than 
cedification and love. And tho perhaps I might 
hereby forfeit the character of a profound and 
incomprchenſible preacher, I might poſſibly 


* 


. A LETTER to the + 


make the preaching this, together with the doc- 
trines, promiſes, graces, privileges, and duties 
of the goſpel preaching Chriſt, bey muſt be con- 


1 


interwoven with them, and appear to be concerned 


in them. That they muſt not be preached with tbe 


air of an heathen moraliſt, or platonick- philoſo» © 


pher, but with the ſpirit of a miniſter of Chriſt. . 
Il do not very well underſtand the reaſon or 
pertinence of this caution. For I cannot con- 


ceive how any man can preach upon the goſpel 


. +, pecultarities ef the ſupernatural: and incompreben- 


fible king, or of the doctrines, promiſes,” grates, 
and privileges of the goſpel, with the air 4 an bea- 
then mor aliſt and platonick philoſopher, . 


* 


faction, Ec. are ſome of the doctrines you will 


chuſe to comprehend under the goſpel peculia- 
rities of the ſupernatural and incomprebenſible kind. 
Can any man preach of theſe things like an hea- 
then moraliſt, or platonick philoſopher? Where 
hath Plato or the heathen moralifts given us a 


ſpecimen of their preaching on theſe ſubjects? 
And where are the miniſters that preach on them 


after the heathen and platonick manner? If 
there be any ſuch, they muſt be of the ſuper- 
natural and incomprehenſible kind. Was I to 


+ 
* 


< gan 


S ſuppoſe 
the doctrines of the trinity, incarnation, ſatiſ- 


x 
1 
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* Reverend Mr. JohN Gursk. — 
oc gain one, which is much better, that of being a 
ties plain and intelligible one. Tis the ſame with - 


+ REN 
5 8 


reſpect to the promiſes, graces, and privileges 


Ons © | 
3e of the Goſpel. Are any of theſe to be found in ; 
ved Plato and the Philoſophers? Have they ever f 
the made us the promiſes. of God's holy Spirit, 

% of juſtification, and a future reſurrection? Have 
they ever treated of adoption, communion with 

or God and Chriſt, and our title and heirſhip to 

n- the kingdom of heaven? Are they not wholly 

pel contained in the goſpel. of Chriſt? If they are, 
tis impoſſible for any one to preach of them 

, like an heathen, or without any reference to 

a- Chriſt, Nor can I conceive any other end you 

ſe could have in this caution; but to inſinuate that 

ſ- there are ſome miniſters who never preach on 

Ni theſe things at all; or that if they do, tis in a Da 


very heathen and unchriſtian manner. If this 
was your deſign, as by other expreſſions it ap- 
pears to be, I pray God give you a better ſpirit, 
and teach you not only how to preach Chriſt, 
but how to imitate and reſemble him. 5 
A243, to all moral duties, I entirely agree with 
vou, that when they are preached, they ought 
to be enforced by motives and obligations taken 
from Chriſt; i. e. ſuch motives and obligations 
as Chriſt and his Apoſtles have ſer before us; - viz. 
from the authority and example of Chriſt, and 
the abſolute neceſſity of them to ſalvation, by 
the expreſs conſtitution of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
which I ſuppoſe is what you mean by the 


2— 
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cautious expreſſion, of their being advantages pag. 228. 
| to our ſalvation z and from the promiſe of the 


Holy Spirit, and God's readineſs to grant it to 
all that'ſincerely aſk it. Twas in this manner 
the Apoſtles preached them, laying them down 
as indiſpenſible conditions of mens acceptance 
35 and 


— oe a re — Oo"—_ 


Lord, upon their deeds as they were good or 3 


and eternal happineſs, and placing their future 
acquittal or condemnation at the tribunal of our 


evil. They did not weaken men's obligations | 


| flightly of good works and the fruits of righ- 


Pag, 228. 


any hopes of pardon and acceptance, without 


Chriſt, referring them np to him, as foining in 


| humbly conceive you don't mean of his 4 perſon, 


ments and ſanctions of his religion and goſpel. 
And as you will find it difficult to preſs with any 


to interweave Chriſt with them in any other way, 


* preach Chriſt with yourſelf; ; and might, 


to them, dy allowing them to continue in fan, 
becauſe grace hath abounded, by giving them 


repentance and new obedience, by ſpeaking 


teouſneſs. No, thus to preach is not to preack 
Chriſt, but to corrupt and ſubvert his goſpel 3 
and out of a zeal for the glory of free grace, and 
to exalt the honour of his perſon and offices, to 
Expoſe both of them to the contempt of un- 
believers. | I will not even ſuſpe&t that you 
meant theſe things, when you tell us, that they 
muſt be preached with the ſpirit of a miniſter of 


their brighteſt luſtres, and: triumphing in all their 
glories through him 3 and I dare promiſe myſelf 
you will never charge thoſe for a vou —4 
ſigned your cenſures, with preachin I eg 
pentance and obedience upon — fal 
and motives. As to all the places you ow 
cited, they contain ſuch motives to virtue, as are 
derived from the authority, example, and death 
of Chriſt, which is what you call, giving the 
evangelical turn to moral duties, evangelizi them, 
and interweaving Cbriſt with them : which 1 


or meerly of his name, but of the great argu- 


ph: — moral duties upon other principles, or 
they who preach moral duties in this manner, 


me- 


Reverend Mr. Joun. Gurs k. 


|} methinks, have cleaped withour your cenſure 
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Having thus conſider d your general notion 


of preaching Chriſt, you come to what you call 
the more reſtrictive Way, i. e. the more direct and 
* immediate way of preaching him. And cenſide- 

ring it in this light, you tell the world, it re- pag. 232. 


lutes to the perſon and mediation of Chriſt, to'the 
= eternal counſels of God's will in him, and io the 


IJ whole method. of divine wiſdom and grace in the 
ſalvation of ſinners by him. I am a little appre- 


henſive that your diſtinction of preaching Chriſt 
with a latitude, and in tbe more reſtvidtive way, is 
2 diſtinction without a difference. For to preack 
Chriſt in the greater latitude, as you tell us; 
takes in the whole: compaſs of chriſtian religion, 
conſider” d in its reference to Cbriſt. To preach 


1 him in your reſtrictius way, relates to the vbbolb 
= methadioff divine wiſdom and grace in the ſalvation 


of finners by him. Now I ſhould: think that the 
whole: compaſs of chriſtian religion in its refe- 
rence to Chriſt, is individually the ſame thing, 


s the whole method of divine wiſdom andigrace 
im the ſalvation: of ſinners hy Chriſt; becauſe the, 


Chriſtian Religion is in reality nothing elſe but 
the method of divine wiſdom and grace in the 
ſalvation of ſinners by Chriſt: and how the 
lame method of preaching Chriſt ſhould be 
more general and more reſtrictive! at the ſame 

time; and why". you: ſhould! imagine, that be- 
cauſe you preach upon the whole method of di- 
vine wiſdom and grace in the ſalvation of ſinners 
by Chriſt, you preach Chriſt better than others 
who preach the whole chriſtian religion conſi- 


derꝰ d in its reference to Chriſt; appears to me 


peculiar and incomprehenſible. If preaching 
Chriſt in the: more reſtrictive way relates to the 
7 i eternal 
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eternal counſels of God's will in him, as you 


tell us it doth, then the preaching up the ne- 


ceſſity of good works, or of all chriſtian virtues, 
muſt be preaching Chriſt in the more reſtrictive 
way, as truly as preaching upon the perſon and 
mediation of Chriſt ; becauſe the Apoſtle tells 
us, That we are God's workmanſhip, created in 
Chriſt Feſus to good works, which God hath before 
ordained, that we ſhould walk in ibem; Eph. ii. 


10. According as he hath choſen us in him before 


the foundation of the world, that we ſhould be holy, 
and without blame before him in love; Eph. i. 4. 
And of conſequence, the general and direct wa 
of preaching. Chriſt, is entirely the ſame, and 
the one as extenſive a province as the other. 

If we farther examine your particular inſtan- 


ces of preaching Chriſt in the reſtrictive and di- 


rect way, we ſhall find it juſt the ſame as preach- 
ing Chriſt with greater latitude. You tell us, 
i includes all that hath been, or can be ſaid of him, 
under the characters of the Son of Cod, and the 
Chriſt; i. e. the divine and Office-titles ; 'bis e- 
quality with the Fatber in his divine nature, and 
ſubordination to him in the human nature, and 
office-capacity ; his peculiar and entire fitneſs for 


the redemption of the church; all his royalties 
and advocacy as a prieſt upon his throne ; his 


dominion over all, and his peculiar headſbip io 


| the church, and his coming to raiſe the dead, and 


judge the world at the laſt day. His offices, names, 
titles, and relations ; the tenour, ſetilement, and 
confirmation of the covenant of grace in bim; all 
the obligations be hath laid upon us,” and all the 
bigh and ſacred regards of duty, gratitude, and 
love that be deſerves and demands from us, &c. 


This, you ſay, is preaching Chriſt directly, and 


in the reſtrictive ſenſe. I appeal to any man of 
2 bay „„ com- 


— 
*s >) = 
R 8 


ay 


* 
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"M Reverend Mr. JohN Guys. 
XZ tommon underſtanding,whether theſe expreſſions 
XZ do not take in every thing that your account of 
7 preaching Chriſt in the latirude-way doth? 
This latter extends to all the noble improvements 
of natural light and principles by the Chriſtian 
Religion ; and is not this the very ſame as preach- 
ing up the equality and ſubordination of the 
Son, the royalties of Chriſt, his dominion over 


l ; 4 all, his judging the world, and the high regards 


of duty, Sc. that we owe him; whichis with 
vou the reſtrictive way of preaching Chrift, and 


of natural light and principles? To preach 


Chriſt in the general way, relates to every doc 


trine, inſtitution, precept, and promiſe of Chriſt. 
And can you preach of theſe things, without 
preaching of his divine and office-titles, his pe- 
euliar fitneſs for the redemption of his Church, and 


the regards of duty, gratitude, and love that he 


deſerves and demands from us. So that theſe two 


ways do actually coincide, and have both'exactly 


why of preaching Chriſt” as he himſelf hath 
been pleaſed to explain them. ien 

But a difference it ſeems there muſt be, and I 
do believe you intended one; for you have a 


deſign to anſwer by it, and ſome choice obſerva - 


ions to. make upon the reſtrictive way of pfeach- 
mg Chriſt. And 1 fappoſe you either mean 
ſuch a way of preaching Chriſt; as that the name 
of Chriſt muſt be twice of thrice in every ſen- 
Knce of the Sermon, or ae fuch a way \as is 


- C _ 


which, I think, are all noble improvements. 


5 


1% 


Fag. 260. 


thing of the doctrine or goſpel of Chriſt in them ; 


party. I am indeed in judgment for the in- 
troducing his name, and the doctrines of his 


A LETTER to the 
confined to ſome particular'parts of Chriſtianity 


excluſive of the reſt, _ 

1. As to the firſt, the very frequent uſe of the 
name Chriſt, this you ſeem greatly to have at 
heart, as tho' the whole of preaching Chriſt 
depended on it. Thus you tell us his name muſt 
be known, and it muſt reign and triumſ bh in the 
diſcourſes that are preached and heard. But I 
cannot. think that the frequent repetition 'of i 
Chriſt's name in a ſermon, is a ſure ſign that 
the preacher preaches Chriſt, I have heard ſome 
ſermons into which that ſacred name hath been 
often introduced, which have had little or no- 
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but on the contrary, many things contrary to 
and ſubverſive of his goſpel : and I have read a 
couple of ſermons upon the ſubject of preaching 
Chriſt, and deſigned to inſtruct the world in the 
direct and reſtrictive way of preac Chriſt, 
and in which the name of Chriſt is very frequently 
uſed, in which one of the principal commands 
of Chriſt is very notoriouſly tranſgreſſed, viz, 
the ſacred law of charity and love. Now I 
muſt own that the name of Chriſt in ſuch ſer- 
mons is no recommendation of them to me; 
and I am ſo far from valuing them the more for 
the frequent uſe of that name in them, that I 
have the ſtronger diſlike to them for that ve 

reaſon ; fince nothing can be more Jiſhdnourable 
to that name, than the abuſe of his doctrines, 
and the uſing of it as a by-name for ſcandaland 
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goſpel, into all our publick diſcourſes 3 but i 
ſhould be done with reverence and fear, anc 
with diſcretion and prudence too: nor can I 


pally conceive how Jou or any man living can 
= „  "—_= 


Reverend Mr. Jo HN Guys. 


A the word Chriſt as often as you think fit to do, 


89 py N 
1 


he al. 


and ſhould inſiſt upon thoſe topicks which you 


chuſe for the edification of your people, I ſee no 


Z reaſon ; at leaſt till you ſet up for the model of 
= preaching, of which I ſhall not be able to 
judge, till I have had the happineſs of more fre- 
= quently hearing you. | 


Every ſerious man in the courſe of his miniſtry 
will find it very neceſſary to inſiſt on a great 


variety of arguments, that he may ſuit the cir- 


cumſtances of thoſe who hear him. And this 
you allow to be right, p. 248. where you tell us, 
that all forts of rational, ſcriptural, evangelical 
arguments are to be uſed. A faithfal miniſter 
will watch over his people's conduct, and will 
take the proper opportunities to reprove them 
for any errors he may obſerve in it. Now 
ſuppoſing, for inſtance, you or I ſhould have 
any perſon who hears us, who abuſes our account 
of the grace of God to the encouraging himſelf 
in drunkenneſs, . diſhoneſty, lewdneſs, or any 
other immorality ; I am perſuaded you would 
think it neceſſary to endeavour the reformation 


of ſuch a profeſſor, by preaching againſt theſe 


ſins. Now how will you bring in the name of 
Chriſt, and make it reign and triumph, when 


you are explaining the nature and obligations of 
ſobriety, chaſtity, &c. or when you are painting 


out the natural ill conſequences of the contr 
vices? I ſhould think the regular method would 
be firſt to explain the virtue you would recom- 


mend, which I ſhould eſteem myſelf obliged to 
regard, tho? you never mentioned the name of 


Chriſt in the account A it; and if after this 
S C02 you 


preach one doctrine or precept of Chriſt, with- ; 
cout bringing in his name into the diſcourſe. 
But that every man that preaches, ſhould name 
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you ſhould do, what I ſuppoſe ſuch a reſtrictive 
preacher of Chriſt as you ſetup for, cannot for- 
get to do, enforce the virtue from the authority, 
example, death, and terrors of the Lord, I 
ſhould look on you as a right goſpel-preacher; 
and indeed as a much better one than if you ſhould 
be eternally inſiſting on ſome other favourite 
points, ſo as to neglect preſſing men to repen- 
_ tance for their ſins, and new obedience to the 
eſtabliſhed laws of his kingdom, And indeed, 
the queſtion is not how often a man names Chriſt 
in his ſermon, but whether he preaches ſound 
doctrines and ſubſtantial morals, and whether he 
enforces piety and virtue upon the genuine prin 
_ ciples of Chriſtianity, - He who doth not this, is 
no preacher of Chriſt, how often ſoever he names 
him. He who doth it, is a wiſe and faithful 
| preacher of him, tho! he don't uſe the word 
Chriſt once throughout the ſermon, but chuſes 
rather to mention him under other characters, 
viz. thoſe of our Lord, our bleſſed Saviour, and 
the like, which are as proper and ſignificant as 
the name and character of Chriſt. One Qfice» * 
title may be more agreeable to you, and found 
better in the ears of your hearers, than another, 
But ſurely others have an equal liberty with 
yourſelf to make uſe of another Office- title if 
they think fit, nor ſhould you cenſure them if 
they do; becauſe *ris not the character the 
ſpeak of Chriſt by, but the things they —_ 
concerning him, that muſt determine whether 
they preach Chriſt or not. _ 
I am very forry that you, or any miniſter of 


Chriſt ſhould make uſe of this expreſſion of 
_ preaching Chrift, to keep up animoſities and divis 
ſions amongſt the members of his church; and I 

believe the world is nat a little ſurprized, to _ 
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Preachod, J ſhould be in no pain for his altering 


0 who at Hertford maintain'd the 
a 


party, and enter into any low methods to main- 
tain and ſupport it. As the Reverend Mr. Hub- 
bard acquits Mr. Coward from being a Dictator, 
I cannot ſuppoſe you have acted this part under 
his direction, tho? perhaps youmightthink it would 
be pleafing to your Patron. What he recom- 
mended to his Lecturers, was 10 preach the peculiar 


dettrines of the goſpel, that are converſant about our 
bieſſed Saviour; and methinks that of charity, by 
= wwhichall men are to know that we are bis diſciples, and 


8 which is Cbriſt's new commandment, and which 18 


to be recommended and enforced by Chriſt's love 
in dying for us, ſhould not be out of good 
Mr. Coward's thoughts and intentions, and 1 
think ſhould not have been forgotten by his 
Lecturers. Surely a gentleman who hath gene- 
roſity enough to maintain, at his ſole expence, 
= a weekly lecture for the preaching Chriſt, muſt 
have been vaſtly pleaſed to have had the generous 
2 ſpirit recommended, and the great law of love 


do all good men explained and enforced. And 


x 2 as the preſent ſet of Lecturers have all forgotten 


this, or waved it, tho? one of the peculiar doc- 
= trines that are converſant about Chriſt, I hope 
be will order another ſer of ſermons upon this 


important and godlike ſubject; or, which I ra- 
ther chuſe, add one more to his Lecturers, and 


thus encreaſe them to the number of perfection. 


And if after mature conſideration, he would be 
— fojuſt ro my merit as to fix on me, I aſſure him 


all my diſcourſes ſhould be onChriſt's new law of 
love ; and as he doth not take on him the Dic- 
tator, and unwarrantably preſcribe what is to be 


* 


13 


my ſubject ; eſpecially as I would conſtantly ens 
force the doctrine by the moſt expreſs authority, 


| | 
Jil: and by the example and deatir uf Chriſt, But 
* whether this project ſucceeds according to my 
1 withes or no, I am ſure that the making ſuch a a 
0 | noiſe about preaching Chriſt, and the throwing 
li | out cenſures upon all who do not uſe that name 
100 ſo frequently as you, and in your way, can't he 
{1 within the profeſſed. deſign of Mr, Coward's 
111188 Lecture; becauſe cenſoriouſneſs and ſcandal are 
Mil not the peculiar doctrines of the goſpel that are 
60 converſant about our bleſſed Saviour; which was 


the thing he would have perſued by thoſe, who, as 
[11 Mr. Hubbard ſays, ſhall at any time have the ha- 


| 0 your of bearing a part in this ſer vice. : 
n 2, But not to argue with you any longer a- 
0 = bout the uſe of a meer word, let us come to what 
0 zs of more importance, your principal meaning, 
ith as I apprehend it, of preaching Chriſt more di- 


I |  refily or inthe reſtriftive ſenſe, viz, the preaching 
1 | upon ſome particular parts or doctrines of Chri- 
With: | ſtianity. For this muſt be part of your meaning, 
111300 when you oppoſe it to the preaching Chriſt in a 
| latitude of the expreſſion ; and you yourſelf in- 
timate as much, when you ſay, that this direc 
preaching Chriſt includes all that hath been, or 
that can be ſaid of him, under the charatters of the 
Son of God and the Chriſt, And here I appre- 
hend that if you have any meaning, you muſt 
mean one of theſe three things ; either, = 
1. Preaching the doctrines of Chriſt as oppoſed 

to his precepts. Or, '- 
2. Preaching ſome peculiar doctrines or pre- 
cepts excluſive of others, or more ſtatedly than 
others. Or, VV 
3, Preaching the goſpel according to your 
ſcheme of it, or manner of explaining it. 


1. 
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allow this to be a very reſtrictive way of preach- — 
ing Chriſt; I mean à very partial and defective 1 
one, and of which you will find no example in 

che practice of Chriſt or his Apoſtles: and I 

therefore beg leave to recommend the following 
particulars to your calm and ſerious conſideration, 
(..) That the precepts of the goſpel are as di- 
rect, immediate, and eſſential a part of the reli- 
gion and goſpel of Chriſt, as the doetrines them- 
ſelves, delivered by the ſame authority, and 

& <qually neceſſary for the reformation and ſalva- 
tion of mankind. And this you ſeem to allow 
your ſelf, p. 262. where you ſay; that moral 
duties are 2 to the very being of chriſtianity. 
And therefore whatever can be ſaid of our bleſſed 
Lord under the characters of the Son of God, 
and the Chriſt, _ of the adorable conſtitution 
of his perſon, of his officec- capacities, of pro- 
X phecies, types and figures, is no more directly 
= preaching Chriſt, or preaching the things peculiar 
to, and that are converfant about Chriſt, than 
= preaching about repentance and good works, of 
every thing that is virtuous and praiſe-worthy : 
becauſe the ſame; goſpel that contains the doc- 
trines, contains and inculcates the precepts alſo, 
and makes them equally fundamental or eſſential. 
The very glory and dignity of Chriftianity con- 


= liſts in its being a ſyſtem of the nobleſt prin- 
ciples and precepts, which are every, where in- 
x terwoven with each other, and which ſhould 
never be ſeparated either in the pulpit, or out of 
it. They equally carry the ſame facred im- 
pPreſſions of divine authority; they are equally 
r bheceſſary to the character of a Chriſtian, and 

when believed and obeyed, add a luſtre and glory 
8 RA I OM „ to 
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and yet deny, or be afraid to own, that the 


1 LETTER 20 the N 
to each other. Take away the doctrines of F 
Chriſtianity, the nobleſt encouragements to 
piety and virtue are loſt; and if men are ſtran- 


gers to piety and virtue in heart and practice, 1 
with reſpect to ſuch the doctrines of Chriſtianity 


have neither influence or worth; and if there 
are any preachers who don't improve the doc- | . 
trines they inculcate, to the engaging men to al 
the virtues of a good life, they are ſo far from 1 
preaching Chriſt directly, 7. e. preaching up the 
direct intention of Guten y, that they don't ; 
preach him at all. And *tis very ſtrange that | F 
you ſhould allow the preaching about the pro- 
Phecies, types, and figures of the Old Tefta- 
ment to be the direct way of preaching Chriſt z 


preaching upon chriſtian morals is ſo too: as 
thoꝰ the drawing myſteries from Balaam's afs, 
and Fo/eph*s coat, was preaching Chriſt to better 

purpoſe, than the preaching up men's obligations 
to live as Chriſt lived, and hath commanded us 
to live. In ſhort, every precept and command 
of the goſpel as directly and immediately refers | 
to Chriſt, as the doctrines of his incarnation, 
ſufferings, death, atonement, righteouſneſs, ex- 
altation and advocacy do. In the ſame goſpel aa 
the one are to be found, the other are; and 
therefore he who preaches upon all in their [2 
roper ſeaſons, directly preaches Chriſt. 1 
(2.) Chriſt and his apoſtles, who ſhould know 

wherein preaching Chriſt conſiſts, preached u 

moral duties, and inculcated the 5 —— Nets 
N of them, as ſtrongly and ran Ce : 
as they did os particular doctrines whatſoever. | 
Chriſt himſelf, in his famous ſermon on the 
mount, and indeed in almoſt all his diſcourſes 
to the people, taught the multitude the great 
nf _ 


Reverend Mr. JohN Guyss. 

Duties of morality, preſſing them to meekneſs, 
nercifulneſs, the love and purſuit of peace, and 
Ihe univerſal practice of righteouſneſs ; uſing 
o other argument but his own authority, the 
ut) example of God, the perpetual obligations of 
His law, and the neceſſity of obeying it to our 
entring into the kingdom of heaven. In all 
that ſermon I do not find any thing of his e- 
"ZHualicy with, or ſubordination to the Father, 
pf his engagements in eternal tranſactions with 
im, of types and figures, or the like things; 
In which you make the direct preaching of Chriſt 


und preſſed the obſervance of them by plain ar- 
guments, and entered into none of the peculia- 
he fities of the ſupernatural and incomprehenſible 
kind. Now did Chriſt in this Sermon preach 
Chriſt or not? I don't remember the word 
Chriſt is once uſed in it. If he did preach 
Chriſt, 1 infer that tis poſſible, Chriſt may be 


Or will you ſay that he did not preach Chriſt 
directly? If not, can you inform me what his 
"i preaching muſt be called, if it muſt not be 
called direct preaching Chriſt ? Surely his ſer- 
mon did not conſiſt of ſomewhat foreign to the 
nature of his religion, and che deſign of his 
coming into the world. If it did, unbelievers 
will be apt to call in queſtion his wiſdom and 
rrudence, ſince it can be no addition to any 
preacher's character, that he preaches of things 
impertinent and foreign to his purpoſe. If it 
1 did not, I infer, and have Chriſt's example to 
Juſtify my inference, that preaching againſt lewd- 


names, and the like crimes, is preaching Chriſt 
directly, tho? the name Chriſt be not mentioned 95 


D 


17 


Wo conſiſt. No. He preached plain morals, 


preached without ever mentioning Chriſt's name. 


neſs, murder, hypocriſy, raſh cenſures, injurious 
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and direct them to the contrary virtues, And 
therefore you can have no reaſon to repreſent 3 
any one, .as not directly preaching Chriſt, when 
he preaches on theſe topicks, ſince he preaches"? 
as Chriſt did, and makes his ſermon the model 
and pattern of his own diſcourſes. And you 
will not be diſpleaſed if I tell you, that to ĩimi- 
tate Chriſt in his way of preaching himſelf, 1s} 
your duty, and a greater honour to any man 
than to imitate any modern head or leader of 
party whatſoever. | e 
And as Chriſt preached moral duties, ſo did 
his apoſtles after him, uſing indeed ſome addi- 
tional arguments, after the death and reſurrection 
of Chriſt, as the circumſtances of thoſe they 
preached to made it neceſſary. What did Peter's 
ſermon conſiſt of, but proofs of Chriſt's being 
the Meſſiah foretold by the prophets, and a ſe- 
rious exhortation to repentance ? And upon oc- 
caſion of his healing the lame man, he preached 
the ſame truth of Chriſt's being the Meſſiah, 
and concluded with the ſame exhortation to re- 
pentance. St. Paul's Sermon at Antioch is exactly 
to the ſame purpoſe. When he was at Athens, © 
he preached againſt idolatry, exhorting h» 
hearers to repentance from the conſideration of 
a future judgment by Chriſt. And when he 
preached before the Roman governour concern 
ing the faith of Chriſt, he preached of righteouſ- 
neſs and / temperance from the ſame principle 
of a future judgment. The ſame may be ob 
ſerved throughout all his letters to particular 


churches, As he argues againſt the prevailing 


errors 


Reverend My. JOHN GUYSE. 
Neerrors of thoſe times, he never fails to improve all 
a co virtue and good works, as what was the grand 
1 1 deſign and intention of the goſpel. In his exhor- 
od, tation to Titus, after having told him that the 
ead grace of God in the goſpel teaches us to deny all 
ind ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
ent OY ;:5-4-0u/ly and godly in the» preſent world, he adds, 
hen OF ;be/e things ſpeak, and exbort, and rebuke with all 
hes autbority. Put them in mind to be ready to every 
my IR 2004 work, to ſpeak evil of no man, fo be no brau- 
yOu ere, but gentle, ſhewing all meckneſs to all men; 
mi: and tells him, his is à faithful ſaying, and theſe 
> OT things I «vill that thou affirm conſtantly, that they 
=E which have believed in God might be careful to 
maintain good works theſe things are good and 
„„ profitable unto men. There are alfo ſeveral of 
did the like advices unto Timothy, Would it not be 
2 accounted x ſome congregations legal preach- 
ing to preach on theſe ſubjects ? Dull morality 
their palates are too curious to reliſh, altho* 
e miniſters are charged by the apoſtle to preach 
ng it, and conſtantly to affirm it. So that you 
le can have no warrant from Chriſt or his apoſtles 
do ſeparate principles and practice in your preach- 
ioc ing ; and thoſe who do thus may poſlibly ſerve 
h, a party, but cannot promote the honour and 
re Kingdom of our glorious Redeemer. 
1843.) All the doctrines of the goſpel, that we 
have any concern in, or are required to believe 
as neceſſary to ſalvation, are doctrines according 
do godlineſs, and ſhould ever be improved by the 
q miniſters of Chriſt to practice. This St. Paul 
deeclares. concerning the goſpel-doctrine in gene- 
ral. He calls the words of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the doctrine according to godlineſs, 1 Tim. 
e vi. 3. In his epiſtle to Titus, he ſtiles it the 
ar 5 FRY 4 according to W Tit. i. 1, and 1} peak- 
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ing of ſeveral of the goſpel-principles, he calls | 


them the myſtery of godlineſs. So that the whole 


ſcheme of the goſpel is defigned to inculcate and 


promote the practice of true religion and virtue, 
And when the apoſtle ſpeaks of any particular 
doctrines, he never fails to ſhew their influence 
and tendency to carry on the ſame deſign. The 
doctrine of his condeſcenſion in becoming man 


he improves to humility and lowlineſs of mind, 
and to engage men to work out their ſaluation 


with fear and trembling, Phil, ii. 3—12. 


patience in ſuffering he inculcates as an argument 
to promote the ſame virtue in us, 1 Pet. ii. 19, Sc. 
His ſubmiſſion to death he urges as an argument 
for our dying to ſin; and his reſurrection from 
the dead, as a motive to our walking before 
God in all newneſs of life, Rom. vi. 123. 
His aſcenſion to glory, and being ſeated at his 
Father's right hand, he propoſes as an argument 
to repentance, Adls v. 31. In ſhort, every pe- 
culiar doctrine of the goſpel, is in its nature, 
and original deſign, a; principle of virtue and 
ſubſtantial goodneſs, and ought to be thus im- 

roved by every miniſter, that would approve 
Fimfelp faithful to Chriſt, and to thoſe whom * 
Providence hath put under his care. And I * 


cannot help thinking, that if any miniſter ſta- 
tedly chuſes to inſiſt on nice and curious ſpecu- 


lations, that have no tendency to make men bet- 
ter, he perverts his office, and doth the goſpel 
of Chriſt a real diſſeryice, Godlineſs and vir- 
tue is the great end of all the goſpel · diſpen 
ſation. Tis the main deſign of Chriſt's coming 
into the world to recoyer men to the worſhip * 
and ſervice of God; and let any man's faith be 
ever ſo orthodox, yet if his life be immoral and 
habitually vicious, he is ap heretick in practicę, 


which 


* Reverend Mr. JoHN GUx sk. AT = 
which is the moſt criminal hereſy he can be 
nuilty of. And therefore if any Miniſter preaches 
up, either any of the genuine doctrines of Chriſt, 
or ſome peculiar favourite doctrines of a party, 
fvithout referring all to a good life, he cannot 
ce be ſaid to divide the word of truth aright, but 
he preaches it deceitfully, and ſhuns 10 declare to men 
be whole counſel of God, | ro 
3 :(4:) The final acquittance or condemnation 
of all men depends on their obedience or diſ- 
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1 will -endeavour to explain it for you. Tis 
. 228. where you tell us, hat duty, repentance, 
and obedience muſt be preached as acceptable to God, 
and advantageous to our ſalvation through Chriſt: 
nt i. e. as I ſhould underſtand the expreſſions, theſe 
things are pleaſing to God, as being right in 
= themſelves, and the expreſs matter of the divine 
command; and, of conſequence, are of great 
n- advantage to men, as they are pleaſing to God, 
ve or as thro* Chriſt they deriye the favour and ap- 
m pProbation of God towards men; becauſe if theſe 
I good works are acceptable to God, they wha. 
4- KF do them, muſt, for this reaſon, be ſo far acer 
u- ceptable to the ſame God; and of conſequence 
= repentance and obedience have their proper ſhare 
and influence in ſecuring men the divine favour, 
vis. in their preſent and final juſtification and 
acceptance. And this J affirm is the plain decla- 
ration of the goſpel itſelf, which can never be 
ip evaded by any ſubtile diſtinctions whatſoever. 
Thus our Lord declares, By thy words ſhalt thou 
be juſtified, and by thy words fpalt thou be condem- 
ned, Matt, xii. 37, Not every one that ſaith unto 
a a 5 - Mes 
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left theſe good works ; who, for this reaſon, 


them who by patient continuance in well-doing ſeek | 
for glory, h»nour, and immortality, eternal life: 


St. James alſo is expreſs in this matter, who 
of equal authority to me as St. Paul himſelf, 


is as much more valuable than mere faith, as 
the ſoul is than the body which it animates. 


A LETTER to the - 
me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of 


heaven, but be that doth the will of my Father : 


which is in heaven, Matt. vii. 21. And elſewhere | 
deſcribing the proceſs of the laſt great day, he 


tells us who are the bleſſed: of his Father, viz. - 


ſuch as abound in acts of Chriſtian charity and 

roodneſs. For theſe the kingdom was prepared 
Rom the foundation of the world ; and becauſe 
they did theſe things, they are to have their en- 1 
trance into this kingdom. And on the other 
hand, the curſed are thoſe, who habitually neg- 


ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment, Mal. 
xxv. 34, &c. Perhaps ſame of them will be 
apt to ſay, that they have eat and drank in bis © 
preſnee and propheſied in his name. But this will 
be an-excuſe of no avail; and as they are found 
workers of iniquity, the ſentence muſt be, De- 
part from me, I know you not. St. Paul's doc- 
trine is alſo exaQtly to the ſame purpoſe ; G 


will render to every man according to his deeds 5 7 


$260 


But unio them who obey not the truth, but obey un- 
righteouſneſs, indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and arguiſb upon every ſoul that doth evil, Rom, 
Ii. 6, Se. Hy " ad x : \& 


tho? he is not, accounted by ſome to be very | 
ſound in the point of juſtification, is nevertheleſs W 


Now St. James expreſ:ly ſays, that faith if it 
hath not works is dead, Of conſequence, tis obe i 
dience that gives the life to faith, and therefore 


Hence he declares, bat Abraham was Jus 


! 
N 
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te altar; i. e. accepted and rewarded, and 
treated as the friend of God for this inſtance of 
his obedience, flowing from his firm belief of the 
nd divine promiſes, And from hence he draws a 
ed general inference, Ze /ee then how that by works a 
uſe man is juſtified, and not by faith only, Jam. 2. 17, 
S. i. e. a man's future acceptance with 
depends, not upon meer belief or faith, tho? the 
object of his faith is ever ſo good, but on his 
ſubmiſſion and obedience to God in virtue of 
chat faith, which gives the life and true value to 
his faith. This is apoſtolick doctrine, tis evan- 
gelizing good works, or giving them the evan- 
gelical turn, how much ſoever ſome over- cu- 
rious perſons may account it legal preaching 3 
and notwithſtanding you ſeem to call it, placing 
\c- works in the room of Chriſt, and ſetting them up 
„ independant of bim; and of conſequence to 
preach this doctrine in Chriſt's name, and en- 
= forcing it by ſuck motives as Chriſt hath fur- 
niſhed us. with, is as directly and reſtrictively to 
2X preach Chriſt, as topreach on any other doctrine 
2 whatſoever. 
(.) Inſiſting on meer doctrines tends in its na- 
ture to ſet men looſe in their regards to practice. 
If they hear their miniſters perpetually inculca- 
ting faith, as the only requiſite to ſalvation, 
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Chriſt's righteouſneſs ro make up all the wilful 
deficiencies of their own, buoying up their hopes 
vuvith the doctrine of eternal juſtification, telling 
them that they have no ability, ſtrength or , 
Power at all, to promote their own happineſs 
and falyation ; that their bett works are as filthy 
41 8 72285» placing religion only in attendance on or- 
by dinances, which are only the means and inſtru- 
£3 = : ments 
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wW 4 by works, when he had offered Iſaac his fon upon 


2 preſſing them to an abſolute dependance on 
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ments of piety and virtue; what can the con- 
cluſion be that they will naturally form but this, 
that to believe as well as they can, is much bet- 
ter than to live well, and that a round faith will 


make amends for the defects of their virtue, and 


the immorality of their lives. If meer faith, 
from its effects, finally juſtifies, works are cer- 


tainly unneceſſary to falvation; and it can't be 


true that God will render to all men according to 
their works; and if they are unneceſſary, we 


need not trouble ourſelves about them, or take 


any care to abound in them. Would any man 


be careful to put on the virtues of the chriſtian 


life, when he believes that God will not look 
on them, or have any regard to them? or en- 
deavour to follow after holineſs, when he knows 
he hath no power to do it, and that if he ſhould 
attain to it, it would have no influence on his 
future happineſs, nor be of any avail to his ac- 
ceptance with God? If it be ſufficient to depend 
wholly and abſolutely on Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
all perſonal righteouſneſs is an unneceſſary thing; 

and if to believe that I am elected from eternity, 
and that Chriſt died for me, will ſecure my ſal- 
vation, the Apoſtle might as well have ſpared 
his unneceſſary Exhortation, That we: ſhould give 
all diligence to make our calling and election ſure. 7 
Thoſe who hear our ſermons will generally in- 
terpret them in their own favour, and draw ſuch 
inferences from them, as will beſt ſuit their pre- 
vailing inclinations: And if we preach always 
upon faith and dectrinals, and are ſparing in our 
exhortations to piety and virtue, will be apt to 
think that we place Chriſt in the room of works, | 
which is altogether as dangerous as to place | 
works in the room of Chriſt, and probably make 
their practice much of a piece with our preach- 


ing 
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lives as we have in our ſermons. I ſay not theſe 
things, Sir, to reproach you, who I doubt not 
have as ſerious a regard to the morals of the go- 


2 ter, nor preaching Chriſt directly. I rather 
F hink it is of very dangerous N and 
my ay tend to encourage many in their fins, and 
nake them negligent and careleſs as to the works 
pf righteouſneſs, which are the fruits of the bleſ- 
ws ed Spirit of God. And therefore fidelity to God. 
11d and Chriſt, whoſe miniſters we are, and a con- 
rern for the ſalvation of the ſouls of: men, ſhould 
Fauſe us to warn them of their fins, and preſs on 
hem the virtues of a chriſtian life, by all thoſe. 
HNotives and arguments, which the Goſpel of 
hriſt furniſhes us with. It ſhould prevent our 
Etting faith and practice at variance with each 
her, and at ſo great a diſtance froni themſelves, 
Ice they are placed together by the chriſtian 
velation, and repreſented there in the ſtrict 
re. Ponjunction of cauſe and effect, and are there- 
vation. | | 
66) In the laſt place, your own account of 
reaching Chriſt directly, if there be any mean- 
g in your expreſſions, muſt include practice as 
to ell as doctrine. Thus you tell us, it includ 
8's royalties and ladvocacy as a prieſt upon a throne; 
is dominion over all, and his peculiar headſhip to 


oyalties, without preach ing about the conſtitu- 
3 | E I tion 


ig, by having as little of good works in their 


in- Pre equally neceſſary to mens acceptance and 


gag. 2331 


be church. Now can you preach of Chriſt's. 


t, 
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N tion of his kingdom, the. fubjects that HER ta 

it, and the end of his advancement to the a } 

of glory, to be a prince and ſaviour, viz. ts Þ 

25 repen Fave to Ir ae! as 2 5 forgroeneſs. of © 

ins? can Chirſt have without 

ſubjects? ud o can be his ſubjects but ſuch | 2 

as pay obedience to the laws. of 5 kingdom? 

and of conſequence to preach obedience to Chriſt 

as king, is to preach Chriſt's royalties, which 

335 you is to preach Chriſt directly. Again, 

Ibid. it takes in Chriſt's ſending bis Spirit to guide, 

— Jeniliſy, comfort, and preſerve. them, But what 

is ſanctification, but our being created in Chrifif 

to good works, what but our being cleanſed. from 

all 7 7550 ef fleſb ad Fai, 0 enabled 2 aa þ 


Spi 1 | 
. 55 brig the 84 of the rs in the life, 
wiz. love, joy, peace, long: ſulfering, gentleneſs, 

oodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance as the Apo: 
He deſcribes them, Gal. v, 22, Sc. Of conſe 

uence, to preach againſt fleſhly and ſpiritual! 3 
Ane and to preſs men to abound i in theſe 
fruits of the Spirit, and to inculcate it ol 
their conſciences, that ſanctification by the Spi. 
rit of God conſiſts in theſe things, | is topread 
Chriſt directly and immediately. Again, yo 

Pag. 2 234: tell us, it farther takes in all his offices, all 1. 
obligations be hath laid upon us, and all the big £ 
and ſacred regards of duty, gratitude, love, auf 2 
praiſe that be deſerves and demands from us, in [| 
lie of faith. in him, and holy obedience to bin 
then to preach Chriſt directly, is to preach i 
life of holy obedience to him, I ſuppoſe it take 
in all the inſtances and particular branches of that 
phedience ; and of conſequence he who preaches 
wi particular branch 6 — duty, Poel 
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E. Reverend Mr. o HN & „„ 
a If obedience, and therefore preaches Chriſt direct- 
© ly. He who preaches love to the brethren, a- 


io gainſt raſh cenſure and haſty judging another 


4 ; man's ſervants, or concerning chaſtity, tempe- 
ue 
ch 
n? duty, gratitude, love, and praiſe that he de- 
ak ferves and demands from us, preaches in your 
ich ſenſe Chriſt directly; unleſs you mean preaching, 
obedience in general, without ever coming to 
che particular branches of duty. But I will 
not ſuſpect this to be your meaning till you 

Aeclare it, | becauſe it will deſerve ſome. reflec- 
ane tions, which I had much rather forbear. Upon 
here the whole, as the commands of Chriſt are a 
the principal part of his goſpel, and as your direct 


© * * 
38 

2 

+ ; — 
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1% mediate and teftriftive way of preaching Chriſt 
PE muſt refer to ſomething elle 3; viz. 
ne 2, The preaching upon ſome peculiat docs 
tual! trines or rules of Chriſtianity, excluſive of, or 
; more ſtatedly than others. And ſo far I ſhall 
agree with you, as to allow, that there ate in 
FChriftianiry ſeveral things, ſome of greater, and 
each Wome of leis importance; and that thoſe of grea- 
yo! ter concern ſhould be inſiſted on principally by 
che miniſters of Chriſt in their publick diſcour- 


importance, I cannot help reckoning thoſe which 
you call the incomprehenſible kind, eſpecially as 
far as incomprehenſible ;. becauſe that cannot in 
the nature of things be of very great importance 
which is incomprehenſible to us, or cannot be 
$ underſtood by us. For inſtance, the preciſe di- 
ſtinction between Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
as they all ſubſiſt in one divine nature, and afe 


rance, meekneſs, or any moral virtue, and en- 
forces his exhortation from the high regards of 


vay of preaching Chriſt includes the preaching 
life, of obedience to Chriſt, I hope your direct, im- 


ſes to their hearers. Amongſt the things of leſs 
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will ariſe in allowing the eternal generation of 
the Son of God, as that thereby his nature will 
be derived, and therefore think proper to give 
up this notion. You, on the contrary, - and 
ſome others, think fit to argue for the eternal 
generation, and tell us that Son of God is a title 
given to Chriſt antecedently to his incarnation, and 
irreſpectively to his office, One would think you | 

ſhould have produced ſome plain place from 
Scripture to prove this, after ſo poſitive an aſſer- 
tion. But this you have bmitted to do. But not 
to inſiſt on this, what I would obſerve, is, that 
either you who maintain the generation, or thoſe 
other . gentlemen, whom you love and honour, $ 
who deny it, cannot be both ſound and ortho- 
dox in the doctrine of the Trinity, and that this 


Pag. 209. 


4A LETTER; 70. the 
the one only God, is, I think, of very little impor- 


tance for us to know, becauſe tis incomprehen- 
ſible, and cannot be underſtood and known by © 
us. And I am the more perſuaded of this, be- 
cauſe you gentlemen, who ſet up for the direct 
preachers of Chriſt, and to be the only found ? 
men in the doctrine of the Trinity, differ great- 
ly yourſelves about it. You tell us, that ſome: 
whom you love and honour have ſuppoſed that filia- 
tion, or being called the Son of God, ' hath no re- 
ference to his divine pre-exiſtent nature, | confider- 
ed abſolutely or irreſpectively to bis office,” but is 


purely economical, and only relates to his being the 
Mefiah + i. e. they apprehend ſome difficulties 


| difference between you is in a bg. important 
Point. If Chriſt doth, not proceed from the Fa- 
ther by eternal generation, the term Son of God 


will be improperly applied to him antecedent | 


to his jffcarnation, and irreſpectively to his ot- 
fice; and I apprehend that theſe hyper- orthodox 


iends of yours will be at a loſs how to make 
e 9  WASS > $59 *<g ny ER Ig 822 1 Out 
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Reverend Mr. JOHN GUYSE. 
out the proper and diſtinct ſubſiſtence of the Son 
1- from the Father. And on the other hand, if 
y the doctrine of the generation be true, your 
e- Rear friends will tell you, that this will infer that 
& (Chriſt's divine nature is derived, divided, cauſed, 
1d and different from the Father; the conſequence 
t- of which will be, that Chriſt is another co-ordi- 
ne z nate God with his Father, or ſubordinate to 
a- him; neither of which can be allowed conſiſtent 
-e= with true orthodoxy. Now what muſt your 
„ people do when the leaders are thus divided ? 

is when they differ about a doctrine, the belief of 
de which is, according to them all, neceſſary to ſal- 
ies vation, and about the importance of which they 
of have been preaching and praying, and ſcoul- 
in ding for theſe ſeveral years paſt ? Can they with 
ve any conſcience or honour blame others for dif- 
nd  fering from them, when they are thus at vari- 
al ance amongſt themſelves? or can they think that 
tle this incomprehenſible doctrine is one of thoſe 
that deſerves to be moſt frequently inſiſted on, 
ou when they acknowledge ſuch difficulties on both 
m ſides the queſtion, which they ſeverally take? 
er- 8 Surely this can have no tendency to edify the 
10t People, tho? it may be advantageous to keep up 
nat an intereſt and party amongſt them. rf 
oſe } There are two ſorts of ſubjects which are trul 
ur, of great importance, and deſerve to be the almoſt 
10- conſtant ſubject of a goſpel miniſter's preaching. 
his The one is thoſe ſubjects which are plain, eaſieſt 
nt underſtood by, and that will beſt ſuit the gene- 
ga. ral capacities of the hearers. Theſe explain d to 
od them and enforced on them, it is to be hoped, 
ent with the bleſſing and grace of God, will make 
of- ſuitable impreſſions on their conſciences, and 
ox QSive them a ſenſe of fin, of their need of a Sa- 
ke viour, and the great mercy of God in their re- 
8 9 5 coVery Y.. 
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heart and life, and not dark and abſtraſe ſpecu- | 


| brethren, that the att of coming forth is expreſs*d as 
eternally acting, and the aft itſelf is acting, not 


help of this criticiſm they would puzzle half the 
would indeed be apt to think, that there could 
| be no real act, but what was acted, i. e. per 
ternally begetting, he never was quite begot, or 


his generation perpetually . renew'd. I ſuppoſe, 


covery by Chriſt, and bring them to repentance 
and faith, that they may be ſaved. And in pro- | 
portion as theſe things appear more evident and 


ry 


plain, there is reaſon to believe impreſſions on 
their minds will be ſtronger; fince *tis truth | 
apprehended. and known, which influences the 
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lations, which gender to ſtrife, and make empty 
and ignorant men conceited and inſolent. For 
inſtance, in explaining the generation of the Son 
of God, you endeavour to confirm your account 
by certain criticiſms. You tell us, that 2 learned 
critick upon Mic. 5. 2. obſerves, that the att of 
coming forth is expreſſed as "eternally acting. The 
verbal noun implies the preſent, the other words, i 
that preſent to be eternal; and that becauſe the 
aft, being only acting, not atted, doth not imply, 
Sc. Now, would it not be marvelouſly to the | 
edification of a chriſtian congregation, to hear | 
Mr. Guyſe thus explaining the goings, or comings 
forth of the ſon. You are to conſider here, my 


acted. How clear a ſenſe muſt this curious ex- 
preſſion of an act acting, but not ated, convey to 
the minds of the hearers, and what a-wonderful 
inſight will it give them into the doctrine of the 
Son's generation? I am perſuaded, that by the 


divines in Europe. Men of ordinary capacities 
r 

form'd, or at leaſt that it would be but a 7 

imperfect one; and that if the Son of God be e- 


at leaſt that his production is ver 


imperfect, or 


when 


'Y Reverend Mr. Joun Gurs k. 
when you favour'd the world with this obferva- 
tion of the learned critick, you did not ſpeak of 
= this incomprehenſible myſtery of Chriſt, juſt as far as 
be hath reveal'd it, without attempting to explain 
it any farther than bis own word hath caſt a light 
upon it, according to your own direction, p. 238. 
But that you intended to give a ſpecimen of your 
ty ill in and approbation of the ſchoolmen, who talk 
er of the actus Dei ab æterno, indeſinentes. & imma- 
nentes, & abſque ſucceſſione prioris & poſteriorig. I 
muſt beg my Engliſb Reader's pardon for not 
Wy tranſlating theſe words, and explaining them. 
If chere be any Engliſo to them, or ſenſe in them, 


& 1 think you have hit it in your, af i 
= 474d ; which, I think, will equally edify them 
& with the Latin, and the Latin equally edify them 
wich the Zng/ih, And becauſe you ſeem to de- 
light in this. conceit, you tell us again from the 
ſame learned critick, that the words, this day 
bave I begotten thee, ſhould be rendered, Jeho- 
= vah hath /aid to me, thou art my ſon, I am this day 
generating thee, I ſuppoſe the word begotten is 
turned into generating, for the ſake of the word 
== generation, in the Doctrine you are upon; 
to concerning which, you remark, (1.) That which 
ul can be now ſaid to be done this-day, and might be ſo 
10 MF (aid yeſterday, and may be ſo. ſaid to-morrow, and 
1e 

8 


/s on from eternity to eternity, if it could be ſpoken of 
an) human act, would determine ſuch aft to be al- 
ways acting, never allied; i. e. if ſomething: could 
Fl be that is impoſſible to be, then ſomething would 
. follow, which it is impoſſible ſhould follow. 
y This for ought I know may be true, and J ſhall 
not diſpute it with you. But what, I beſeech 
T you, is an act never aFed? It muſt mean either 
r an act never accompliſh'd, or continually re- 
2 
2 


peated, Now in neither of theſe ſenſes can you 


{ apply 


ne, but not 


51 
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unſound and heterodox poſition. 


When you add farther, that God himſelf ſaid, | 
fo long ſoice, and ſtill ſays, and always will ſay | 
this day—you are deſired to prove that God 
hath any where ſaid ſo. Imuſt deny it tillfarther 
proof. The very: expreſſion bis day, ſpoils all 

your criticiſm, and it muſt be a new figure, that if 
can make the words this day, ſignify a long time 
ſince, and a long time to come. If there be any na- 
tural meaning in the words, This day have I be- 
g tien thee, it muſt mean, ſome particular time 
and ſeaſon, when the perſon ſpoken of became, or 
was declared to be God's Son. And therefore 
approve the Apoſtle's referring it to the reſur- 
re ion of Chriſt, rather than your meaning, which 
you can't ſupport, but by the curious hypotheſis 
of an act acting, never acted. What you prove 
from the new verſion of the Bible and the Rab- 
bins, that the Hebrews have no preſent tenſe, is 
no new diſcovery; nor can I imagine why you 
or 3 critick ſhould bring in the new verſion 
an 


10% | the Rabbins to prove what was never denied, 
| Wl unleſs from a fault common to all great and 
| 9 | learned men, who are too apt to make an un- 
100 neceſſary oſtentation of their learning. Beſides, 
| the context will not allow of your criticiſm. In | 
| | 1 verſe the ſixth, we read, N, have Iſet my king upon 
Ul! N * my holy hill of Zion. d) have ſet, is in 
00 | Preterit, Kal, as well as the word, you would 
eee . | have 
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XZ. Revefend Mr. fotn'Guyst. 
: have tranſlated, I am generating thee. And 
therefore according to you, ſince the Hebrew 


e præter and future, and ſince the Rabbins 
themſelves allow this, theſe words ought to be 
tranſlated, I am ſetting my king on my holy hill of 
Zion. But I hope this hath been long ſince 
'y ceally accompliſhed. But not to ſay more on 
„his, I ſhall only ſet down your three inferences, 
deduced from your premiſes, without any 


g bſervation. This day have I begotten thee, or 
50d an generating thee. This implies 7 
_ Ai af always acting, never acted. Ergo, 
_—_— 5 
hat , 1. There is in the Deity, Father and Son, 
me two diſtinẽt perſons. 2 5 
na- 2. The Son of God, with reſpect to this ge- 
be- nerating, can't be ſaid to be a divided 
me me „ | 
or 3. That the Father and Son in the Deity are 
'E T coeternal, and equally ſelf-exiſtenc and in- 
ur- dependent. 9, E. D. 

ich 3 The Son is always generating, never gene- 
eſis . rated. : 8 
% Ergo, he is diſtinct, but not divided, from the 
ab- Father; equally ſelf. exiſtent and indepen- 
| 5 b | dent. Q. Z. D. SE | 
ou N 

ion You will pleaſe to take notice, that T am not 
ed, {Where arguing againſt the proper Deity of our 
ind Lord Jeſus Chriſt, In this matter I think I am 
an- gg much more ſound than your dear Friends, Who, 
es, to defend orthodoxy, are fallen from it, by de- 
In nying the important article of the Son's genera- 
pon tion, and who would have been damned for he- 


in Wreticks, had they lived at the time of the Nicene 
uld Council. Yea, give me kaveto ſay, that Tam 


idiom has no preſent tenſe, but expreſſes it by 


4 An 
4% 
as, 


24 A LETTER to the ; 
more ſound than yourſelf, whilſt you make the |! 
Son's generation to be only an act acting and 
never acted, and deſcribe the Father as genera- 
ting, but never having generated his Son; and 
thereby deny him in conſequence any proper ex- 
iſtence or ſubſiſtence, Whereas I, treading in | 
0 the ſteps of the old ſound and orthodox Fathers, 
1 believe him actually begotten and generated, and 
1 thus allow him his true and proper ſubſiſtence. 
9 Upon the whole, ſince theſe and other doctrines 
are ſo very intricate and difficult, that you who 
ſeem to aſſume the character of Orthodox to 
yourſelves, run into very great differences about 
them; I doubt not but you will agree with me, 
that a plain practical ſermon, that tends to make 
men fear, and love, and ferve God and Chriſt, # 
is infinitely more uſeful, than to preach about 
niceties, that the preacher can ſcarce explain, 
and not one in a thouſand of his hearers can un- 
derſtand. Acls afing, but never afled, may 
ſerve well enough for a critical note at. the bot- 
tom of a page; but can't, I think, be brought 
into the pulpit, without the preacher's acting and | 
having acted a very weak part, and leaving and | 
having left his people much more in the dark | 
than he found them. 55 3 
I am very ſenſible that the plainneſs of the 
goſpel-doctrine is no great recommendation of 
it to ſome perſons, who affect to find out myſte- 
ries in almoſt every article of the Chriſtian faith. 
Oh this abuſe of height and depth ! is that which 
renders their faith valuable, and they can ſcarce 
ſee any excellency in the goſpel-ſcheme, but 
that tis paſt comprehenſion. I allow there is an | 
end to be anſwered by thus repreſenting Chri- 
ſtianity, viz. to keep the people in a greater de- 
pendance upon their preachers. But will this 
| juſtify 
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Reverend Mr. JohN GUYSE, 
IX juſtify us at the bar of God, in thus throwing an 
X "obſcurity over all the parts of the religion of our 
bleſſed Saviour? Why can't we be content to 
= cake it in its original ſimplicity and plainneſs? Is 
it not our duty to make every thing as clear as 
ve can to choke who attend on our miniſtrations ? 
EX After all we have ſaid, there will remain difficul- 
ties, which with all our ſchemes we ſhall never 
ee able to ſolve. But to make plain doctrines 
bſtruſe, and increaſe the number of chriſtian 
vyſteries, is, I think, neither for the credit of 
Chriſtianity, nor for the advantage of thoſe who 
Wear us, Reaſonable men will think, that a 
evelation from God, deſigned for the bulk of 
mankind, ſhould be in the main intelligible and 
lear, that all who have any concern in it may 
underſtand the divine will, and in the practice of 
t ſecure his acceptance. And tho? there are ſome 
_ Hoctrines of Chriſtianity confeſſedly above our 
each, and which no man can pretend thoroughly 
to explain, yet I am perſuaded that the main and 


nay | 


& eſſential things are eaſy enough to be underſtood, 


s they lie in the goſpel, by every ſerious and 


d WW A | 1 8 | 
1 honeſt mind; and that the preaching on theſe 
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Tings hath the trueſt tendency to do good to 
nen, and bring honour to the Redeemer. And 
erein I have the pleaſure to think that Mr. 


uyſe is of my mind: for as to the incomprehen- 


ſte- 6317 myſteries of Chriſt f i Bi 

nyſe, „you are for publiſhin 

= them juſt as far as he hath revealed them ; and : 

1 other things of Chriſt, you are for expatiating Pag. 238. 


3 pon the great and copious ſubjef?, inſiſting moſt 


BY pon the maſt important things relating to it, by all 
s an the variety of uſeful repreſentations it is capable 


* of, and drawing out its deep and hidden glories, 
Loy that they may be expoſed with perſpicuity and en: 
nity Semen to open view. So that here T think we 


F'$ are 


* 


* 2 Bos - — p = 
— Wer A — — 22 "tt 
— — 
* — — — 1 — — „ 
132 $-7- ans — 
3 — I ITE Dos - —»ms 
"wo — — — —— = * * * « 8 
<—_— * — — th — — 
» — — — — — —— 
, 


— 
— 


ES 


9 
rr 
— 
— 


— — 


36 


A LETTER * b 
are both agreed, to ſay but little of incompreben- 


fible myſteries, becauſe there is but little ſaid of 
them in ſcripture. But as to the moſt impor- 


tant things, on theſe we are to expatiate copiouſly, 
and draw out their deep and hidden glories ; 
i. e. I ſuppoſe the glories the people can't ſee 
without our eyes, or thoſe glories that may be 


| obſcured by falſe tranſlations of the text, ot 

1 wrong gloſſes of interpreters and ſyſtems, or 
18 the objections of adverſaries; in a word, ſuch} 
11618 glories, which, tho? deep, may be drawn, out; 
5 | and tho? hidden, yet are capable of being ex- 
e 


. 
Ine 


WP poſed with perſpicuity and enlargement to open 
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VIEW. | | On : 
But beſides theſe things, if there be any other 
doctrines or precepts, the knowledge ind rac-i 
tice of which the ſcriptures make neceſſary to 
falvation, they will deſerve undoubtedly to be 
frequently inſiſted on, and ſeriouſly inculcated ; 
becauſe that muſt be of the higheſt importance 
in its own nature on which the ſalvation and 
happineſs of mankind depend. And if upon this 
foot you ſhould think fit always to preach about 
faith and believing, becauſe he that believ-th not 
is declared co be condemned, I ſhall not oppoſe 
you, provided you will not cenſure me as not 
preaching Chriſt, when I preis good works as 
well as faith, becauſe it is alſo expreſsly declared, 
that without bolineſs no man hall fee God; ory 
when I preach againft the vices of bad men, 
concerning whom tis poſitively affirmed, that MW 
they who do ſuch things ſhall not inherit the king. 
dom of God. I ſhould indeed think that now and 
then a ſermon about plain Chriſtian moral 
might be neceſſary for all Chriſtian Congrega- 
tions, to prevent their entertaining preſumptuous 
hopes, and to keep them from fal ſe dependances 


- 


: Reverend Mr. Jo HN GuysSE. 
hen · Jon Chriſt ; becauſe the very grace of the goſpel 
| of Cath appeared to us to teach us to deny all ungodli- 


i/ly, conſiy, and godly in the preſent world; and be- 

cauſe thoſe who are rich in good works, lay up for 
bemſelves a good foundation againſt the time to come. 
be I allow indeed, that good works ſhould be 
, of Mipreſſcd upon Chriſtian views and principles; and 


uch ad to the contrary, I have never heard any ſer- 
ut ; vons in the eſtabliſhed Church, or amongſt the 


VDiſſenters, that had not their proper reference 
to Chriſt, when they were concerning good works. 
Some ſubjects and circumſtances may lead mini- 
ſters to have the principal part of their ſermons 


practice by a proper inference. Other circum- 
ſtances may lead them to inſiſt more largely on 
a purely practical ſubject, on a precept or duty 


= plainly commanded by Chriſt, and in the appli- 
and cation to enforce it by Chriſtian principles. In 
this the New Teſtament we have inſtances of both 
aut theſe ways. All the beatitudes run in this latter 
not ¶ way: Bleſſed are the meek, merciful, and peace- 
Doſe makers, for they ſhall inherit the earth, obtain 


not mercy, and be called the children of God. When 


; as St. Paul preached at Athens, he preached againſt 
ed, ſuperſtition and idolatry, - and exhorted them 
or to turn to the living God, and then enforced the 
en, duty from the conſideration of a future judg- 
hat ment; and when he preached before Felix con- 
ing. cerning the faith of Chriſt, he firſt preached of 


righteouſneſs and temperance, and cloſed his 
ſermon with the ſame awful doctrine of a future 
ga- judgment, At other times, the Apoſtles uſed 
us (i the other way, beginning with the doctrine, and 
des concluding with the practical inference, So that 


WW: and worldly Iufts, and to live ſoberly, rigb- 


can affure you, whatever information you have 


upon doctrinal points, and at the cloſe to inforce 


either 
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either method of preaching is warranted by the 

example of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; and I think 
the preaching in one or other of them, is preach- 
ing Chriſt, becauſe it is preaching of things de- 


clared to be equally neceſſary to ſalvation, which 
certainly are of the greateſt importance and ne- 


ceſſity. I will not deny but there are other 


things not expreſsly made neceſſary to our ac- * 
ceptance, which may A proper ſeaſons be in- "0 


ſiſted on. But I apprehend that this ſhould be 


leſs frequently done, and that the preacher ſhould i 
repreſent it juſt in the importance in which the 
ſcriptures repreſent it, and not make the belief 
of doctrines abſtruſe and difficult in themſelves, il 
much leſs his own interpretations of, and con- 
ſequences from ſeripture; which are not de- 
clared neceſſary to happineſs, a term of chri- * 
ſtian communion, or à condition of future 
ſalvation; becauſe in fo doing he goes beyond 
his warrant and commiſſion, and preaches not 
the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, but an uncertain * 
goſpel of his own invention. Now if this is what 


you mean by preaching Chriſt directly, preach- 
ing of thoſe chriſtian principles and precepts, 


that are beſt capable of being underſtood by 


Pag. 237. 


liſhed about preaching Chriſt be a ſpecimen of 


ordinary chriſtians, and that are of the firſt and 
higheſt importance to be believed and practiſed, 


and which you plainly intimate you do; herein 


J perfectly agree with you, and wiſh that all 
the miniſters of Chriſt were like-minded. 

3. But if you ſhould happen to mean by the 
reſtrictive preaching of Chriſt, preaching Chrift 
in your way, according to your ſcheme and 


manner of explaining it, I am apt to think we 


may not ſo entirely agree. And my firſt reaſon 
is, becauſe if the two ſermons you have pub- 


your 
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your common method of preaching him, you 
Preach him in my judgment with a very un- 
chriſtian ſpirit, which I think neither adds to 
the beauty or importance of your diſcourſes. 
Had you introduced your ſermons with a re- 
preſentation of the love of Chriſt to men, and 
pf that affection and love to others which he 
Fath made the characteriſtick and mark of his 
cciples, it would have well ſuited the noble 
bject you were ordered to inſiſt on. But to 
egin with a diſmal moan and lamentation, of 
Wc unfaſhionableneſs of preaching Chriſt; Sc. 
ay, for ought I know, raiſe your reputation 
ith ſome of your hearers for being thus out of 
Mee faſhion ; but is, I think, acting too unkind a 
art to deſerve any imitation. N 
But not to urge this, as you have been pleaſed 
ip favour us with your method of preaching 
"ZEbriſt, both as to the ſubject, and its acts, I 
hall a little conſider the ſpecimens you have 
ven in the two ſermons of your way of 
reaching Chriſt. You tell us, That the mini- the. +15 
ers of Chriſt are to go forth in his name to publiſh gc. * 
tbey find in the bible concerning him, to preach _ 
n with all boldneſs, and io endeavour to ſet every 
ig concerning him in a clear and conſiſtent light 
explain the things of Chriſt as far as they are 
„ elicable, and all the incomprehenſible myſteries 
LF Chriſt, ju? as far as he bath revealed them : 
Confirm and defend what is publiſhed concerning 
"307 3 to propoſe and recommend him to the accep- 
ef thoſe to whom he is preached; to proclaim 
= ! the prople, and invite ſinners to come into 
in jor all ſalvation, I have no inclination to 
ccept and cavil againſt any methods of ſpeaking 
Wat ſober and good men are pleaſed to make 
le of, and am far from blaming you for your 
man- 
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the chriſtian religion as we find ir in the bible, | 


lief of it, and enforce obedience to it by all 


than yours, yet to ſay the leaft, I think they 


and inviting ſinners to come in to him for ſalva- 


' Ta epi Tov XeoToy, but the doctrines and 


Pag. 243 


have done whilſt he was on earth, but their be- 
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manner of expreſſion, But I cannot help think 
ing that theſe things may be expreſſed in a 
different manner _— intelligible and vs er, 
Should any other miniſter of the goſpel chuſe to 
ſay, that we are to publiſh the whole ſcheme of | 


with all boldneſs, and in the cleareſt and moſt | 
conſiſtent light ; that we are to explain "the 
doctrines and duties of chriſtianity, ' as far as we 
can, and the more myſterious parts of it as far 
as revealed; that we are to recommend the be- 


proper arguments and motives, and thus to en- 
courage ſinners to ſubmit to the goſpel- diſpenſa - 
tion for pardon and mercy : Tho' I don't pre- 


tend to recommend theſe expreſſions as better 
are as proper, as comprehenſive, and as intelli- 


gible, as thoſe of explaining the things of Chriſt, 
tion. For what are the things of Chriſt, the 


precepts of Chriſt ? What can e. mean by in· 
viting ſinners to come in to Chriſt, to whom 
they cannot now come perſonally as they might 


lief of, and hearty compliance with and depen- 
dance on his method of ſalvation as laid dow 
in the goſpel? Tis true, theſe things of Chrift 


cannot be preached, without entering into ſeveral 


of the particulars you mention, without putting 
perſons in mind, that he is a Prophet, Prieft, and 


neceſſary for them, or that the goſpel conſtitution 


is a neceſſary proviſion for their , 3 


; Reverend Ar. Joun GUYSE. 


, L he is altogether worthy of their acceptance as an 
able, faithful, and willing Saviour; or that the 
, & Goſpel deſerves their entire and hearty ſubmiſ- 
o ſion to the deſign of it, as proceeding from the 
0 58 A | 
NV God of truth, and as containing the wiſeſt and 
AY moſt certain method of ſalvation; and as being 
the nobleſt repreſentation of the goodneſs of 
+ God and Chriſt, and their willingneſs that we 


2 ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life; 


i that h 7s choſen, appointed and accepted of God io 
e. Saviour, or. that the goſpel-method of ſal- 
vation is of God's appointment and fixing; that 
.be bath taken upon him a ſaving officez, i, e. is 
appointed of God to be a ſaviour; that be 
died in their nature and ſtead, and employs bim- 
er [eff in heaven in his ſaving office, i. e. is the at- 


tonement for fin, and the advocate with the Fa- 
ther in heaven; that be delights that ſinners ſhould 
© employ, receive, try, and truſt him in it, i. e. will 
accept and bleſs them if they ſubmit to him un- 
der all his characters, or believe and MW his 
= everlaſting goſpel. Tis in this ſenſe the paſſages 
of Scripture you mention are to be underſtood. 
Such as believing in Chriſt and coming to Chriſt, 
, expreſſions that plainly mean the ſame thing, 
vi. acknowledging his miſſion from God, and 
our hearty compliance with the deſign of his 
Goſpel; for Chriſt cannot be believed in but 
according to the Goſpel-repreſentation of him, 


8 by ſearching and believing his Goſpel. And when 

Cbriſt is ſaid to dwell in our hearts, it cannot 
mean any local reſidence there, but his dwelling 
In us by the word of his truth, and the graces 
and influences of his Spirit. And when you tell us, 


49 
t em of their need of Chriſt, and being brought 
bome 4% him, and that they muſt be intreated to em- 
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nor can we now come to him any otherwiſe than 


that careleſs ſinners muſe. be rouſed up to convince Pag. 248. 
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brace him as he is freely offered to them in the AY L | 4 
as you cannot mean their being brought to his 
perſon, or their embracing him corporally, 1 
think you muſt mean their acceptance of, and 
compliance with that method of ſalvation from 
fin and miſery, of which he is the author, and | 4 1 
which is laid down and fixed in his goſpel, by 4 : 
repentance, faith, and new obedience. And in 
all this finners are to be directed to Chriſt for all * 5 
Pag. 249. Aiſtance and ſucceſs; 1. e. they are to conſider i 
what helps Chriſt hath promiſed to them in his 
goſpel, and of conſequence to a Top them, 1 
and faithfully to improve them. "YL 
Pag. 250, In like manner you ſay, Chriſt is io be recom- 5 
mended to believers for their farther acceptance of 
him and devotedneſs to him. What can their 
acceptance of Chriſt mean, but their conſent to 
be governed and ſaved by him according to the 
appointed method of his goſpel? And what is it 
farther to accept of him, but to have a more 
confirmed faith, and manifeſt a more entire ſub· 
miſſion to his authority and will? This is what F 
the Apoſtle means by cleaving to the Lord, viz. 4 
adherance to their profeſſion as Chriſtians, and 9 
by walking in Cbriſt as they have received him, i. e. 
living agreeable to their faith and profeſſion as 1 
Ibid. Chriſtians. When you farther tell us, Chrift is to bi 1 
recommended to them that they may have Tee, 
 wvith'him, and with the Father through him; E 1 
ſuppoſe you mean, that they are to be pur 1 
mind of the great advantages they enjoy, 1 


being called to the knowledge of the goſpel, 
Chriſt having procured for them all the benefis . 
of ſalvation, and amongſt others, their recon- « 
eiliation and peace with God, Which is the true 1 
Scripture- notion of having fellowſhip: with thei 1 
Father and his Son Jeſus Chriſt. And . 7 


Pag. 251. You add, In a word, af that he is in bimſelſ, 25 
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| & to them, and all that they are made o be in and 


by him, and are obliged to be to him, ſhould be ſet 


| before them; that is, if I underſtand the uſe and 
| meaning of theſe monoſyllables, believers and 


good Chriſtians are to be put in mind of the 


doctrines relating to the perſon of Chriſt, which 


is the ſame thing as to tell them all that he is in 


= himſelf ; and they are to have preached to them 
Wall the doctrines relating to his mediatory under- 
W takings, which is to preach to them what he Is 
4 bem; and they are to be told what their 
privileges are as Chriſtians, which is to tell them 
what they are to be made in and by Chriſt; and 
laſtly, ch | | 

and to abound in the fruits of righteouſneſs, 
which is to excite them 10 be what they are obliged 
to be to Chriſt. The expreſſions of being in Chriſt, 
 Rcleaving to Chrift, coming to Chriſt, Chriſt's being 
made to us, and the like, are, I allow, Scrip- 


ey are to be excited to good works, 


re· expreſſions, and as ſuch I reverence and 


value them, and am far from blaming you or 
al any Gentleman for uſing them, But why ſhould 
they not be explained equally with other expreſ- 
Zſions z why muſt the continued uſe of them be 

made a criterion of preaching Chriſt, any more 
than certain other expreſſions of Scripture ? 
Tuheſe terms were uſed with great propriety by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and were well under- 
ſtood by thoſe to whom they were ſpoken ; and 
Jo in reality contain no myſtery in them, but a 
plain and obvious meaning, viz. that of being 
real Chriſtians by faith and practice, and as ſuch 
intereſted in the great bleſſings that are the pe- 
culiar promiſe of chriſtianity. And ſince the 


whole ſtrain of your two ſermons runs upon the 
word Chriſt, his being to them, their- being made 


in and by bim, and my being obliged to be to him, 


2 you 
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you would do kindly to give us the meaning to 
| theſe terms, if you mean different from other 
be | miniſters; or i you do not, it will be but 
ö honeſt to undeceive your people, and tell them 
you intend the ſame thing by them that others 

do. Altho' I reverence every ſcripture- ex- 

preſſion, yet I cannot put a ſacredneſs and ſo- 

emnity upon ſome phraſes more than others, 
but think they are all fit in their turn to be uſed 
and plained ; and therefore 1 as much value 
the expreſſion of being juſtified by works, as I do 
that of being juſtified by faith, or being in Chriſt; i 
becauſe delivered by the fame ſpirit of truth, 
and reconcileable with each other in their true 
and proper meaning. If in order to "preach 
Chriit, theſe Seripture-expreſſions, which you de- 

light in, muſt be always made uſe of, why ſhould 7 
not ſome certain modes of expreſſion be made 
uſe of in our chriſtian prayers? And if any, Why? 
not thoſe, concerning which Chriſt hath fad, f 

When ye pray, ſay? And yet ſome congrega- | 
tions except againſt the uſe of theſe, for what 
reafons, you and they beſt underſtand. 
T ſhall only add on this head that preaching *? 
Chriſt in ſcripture, always means, preaching 
either the doctrines or precepts of Chriſt, i. e. 
preaching Chriſtianity in ſome eſſential branch or- 
part of it. In the fir beginnings of Chriſtianit T | 
the Apoſtles inſiſted more eſpecially on the firit 
118 article of it, viz. Chriſt's being the Meſ- Mm 
ah, becauſe they were then peculiarly ſent to 
the houſe of Iſrael. Thus in your text he preach» 3 
ed Cbriſt in the ſynagogues, that is, this article of 
the chriſtian religion, that he is the ſon of God. 

Or he preached that the perſon called Jeſus Chriſt, 
whoſe religion he had before oppoſed, was the 
ſon of God, or the promiſed Meſſiah, which ſenſ 
0 


Reverend Mr. JohN G urs k. 
of the propoſition is very plain, notwithſtanding 
you repreſent the ſenſe would be, he preached 


1 Chriſt that he is the Chriſt, if not underſtood ac- 
XZ cording to your manner of explaining it, Again, 


the Apoſtles ceaſed not to teach and preach Fefus 


Cbriſt, Act. g. 42. and what that was, we are told 


ver. 30, 3 1. viz, preaching that God had raiſed up 
Jeſus after his crucifixion, and made him a prince 


aud ſaviour, to give repentance and remiſſion of 


77 So that they preached Chriſt's reſurrection, 
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lis advancement to a throne, and being made a 


ſaviour, according to the antient prophecies, 
the neceſſity of repentance, and that the ceftam 
advantage of it ſhguld be forgiveneſs. This is 
preaching Chriſt, or Chriſtianity, or the doc- 
trines of the goſpel, whether in the latitude or 
with reſtriction, I ſhall not diſpute. Thus alſo I 
ſuppoſe Philip preached Chriſt to the Samaritans, 


2X atleaſt he preached him in this manner to the 


Eunuch, whe.. he told him that 1aiah's prophecy 


referred to Chriſt and foretold his ſufferings. Tis 


needleſs to mention other paſſages. And that 


XZ preaching Chriſt is nothing elſe but preaching the 
word or goſpel of Chriſt, is plain from other ex- 
preſſions. Thus tis ſometimes called preaching the 
FX ord, Act. xiii. 5. preaching the word of faith, 


Rom. x. 8. preaching the goſpel, 1 Cor. ix. 16. 


i | | preaching the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, Eph. iti. 


8. i. e. the wonderful love of God to men in him, 
or the invaluable: benefits of redemption by him. 
And in the ſame ſenſe the Apoſtle James tells us, 
that Moſes of old time hath in every city them that 
preach him, Act. 15.21. i. e. not meerly the perſon 


or name of Moſes, but that religion which God eſta- 


bliſhed amongſt the cus by his mediation; and 
therefore preaching Chriſt, is preaching that reli- 


gion which God eſtabliſhed amongſt Chriſtians 


256. 


Pag. 255, fible terms, or .terms of the ſame import. 
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| by his mediation. And this, if I miſtake not» 


r. Gaye himſelf is abundantly ſenſible of. For 
notwithitanding he dwells ſo much upon the ex- 
preſſion of preaching Chriſt, as that one would 
imagine he meant nothing but the name or per- 
ſon of Chriſt, yet now and then the real truth 
and meaning drops from him. Thus you tell us 
that in the language of the goſpel-diſpenſatidsg, wi 
preaching the goſpel and preaching Chriſt are convef* 


again, Preach Chriſt, or to publiſh the goſpel of his i 
kingdom. Now upon this confeſſion, what is there 
in your diſtinction of preaching Chriſt in the lati- 
zude-way and reſtrickive- way, but preaching either 
the whole, the half, or a leſs part of the goſpel! ? 


And what is it to preach Chriſt direftly and imme- Of 


diately, but to preach directly and 8 | 
the goſpel? When you talk of publiſhing, defend- | 


ing, propoſing and recommending Cbriſt to perſons 
acceptance, you do and can mean nothing more, 7 
according to your own explication, than pub- ** 
liſhing, ©. the golbet. , When, you ſap _that Bl 
Chriſt muſt be propoſed to ſinners and believers, 
you mean in reality the propoſing the goſpel to ⁵ 
them for their acceptance and continued obedi- 


ence. And finally, when you offer ſome conſide- 


rations to recommend this preaching, or to ſhew 


why miniſters of the goſpel ſhould preach Chriſt, 


they are only conſiderations to ſhew them why | 3 
they ſhould preach the goſpel. This is really | 
very kind and friendly, and all the world is high- 


ly obliged to you. But methinks it would be 
more candid and open, if you would always ſpeak 


your mind freely and plainly ; and not expreſs 8 
yourſclt in ſuch a manner, as may give occaſion 
to any to take you in one ſenſe, whilſt at the 
lame time you have another to yourſelf, When 

8 8 - KY you 
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vou came to explain what it is to preach Chriſt, 
XZ ſurely you ought to have told them at once, 
that it was preaching his goſpel that you meant. 
But inſtead of this, you open with your latitudes 
and reſtrictions, your directlies and immedialelies; 
as tho preaching Chriſt and preaching Chriſt's go- 
ſpel were quite different things: whereas at laſt, 
when the truth comes out, you mean entirely 
the ame. I hope your congregation and good 
Mr. Coward will take notice of this, that when 
Mr. Guyſe talks about preaching Chriſt, he means 
WF juſt the ſame thing as I do, viz. preaching the 
goſpel; and this may be done without entring into 
pvour ſtiffneſs and peculiarity of ſtile, and ſet 
forms of ſpeech, many of which need explication, 
and ſeem to be ſo much inſiſted on for no 
other purpoſe, but to ſupport the reputation of 
orthodoxy, and to be the Sbibboleth of a party. 
What your ſcheme of religion is, I do not pre- 
tend to underſtand. I ſhall not queſtion the ſound- 
= neſs of it. But ſuppoſing that ſome of your bre- 
& thren ſhould differ from you, in ſome particular 
points that have been matters of diſpute amongſt 
XX Chriſtians, by what right can you appropriate 
the title of orthodox to your elf and party? 
And why muſt you be the only men in the 
world that preach Chriſt, for inſiſting on your 
don particular notions? Should you for inſtance 
believe, that Chriſt died for none but the elett, 
and that all the reſt of mankind : re reprobated, 
Nor ry by, and have no other benefit by Chriſt 
and his goſpel, but to be the more miſerable 
for not believing ir, tho? not being elected to the 
end, they could not be elected to the means; 
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apprehend you have ſcripture-ground for it: in 
canfequence of this belief, tis poſſible you may 
Fenn | | | preach 


4 
ö * 


= 


ſhould this be your opinion, I doubt not but you 


„ * 
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By the ſame rule he who believes that Chriſt died i 
ours, but for the fins of the whole world; that | 


Every man's preaching the peculiar diſtinguiſn- 


think the things wherein we differ to be of greater 


unkind reflections, and harſh cenſures of others, 
as not preaching Chriſt, and denying the Lord that 


A LETTER tothe | 
preach the doctrine to your people, and I doubt 
not but ſome of them will applaud you for doing 
it, and think it ſound preaching of Chriſt. But 
can you in good conſcience think, that this or 

any other diſputable doctrine, in which the wiſeſt 8 
and beſt men have ſo widely differed, are the 
preaching of Chriſt conſiſts in preaching them? 


r all, that he is the propitiation not only. for | ö 


be is. the Saviour of all men, and that be is wil. 7 
ling that all may be ſaved ; ſhall make this doc- 
trine the ſtandard of orthodoxy, and the preach- Wi 
ing it in oppoſition to your notion, the true and 
proper way of preaching Chriſt. And thus to 
preach Chriſt will at laſt come to this, via. 


ing notions of his party. *Tis hard that we 7 
ſhould be fallen to ſo low an ebb as this, as to 


importance than thoſe, in which we are all agreed. 
And yet I am afraid *tis too much the caſe. 


Whence elſe the late ſtirs about ſoundneſs and 


orthodoxy in the faith, damnable errors and he- 
reſies, Sc. with which the prayers, and preachings, 
and prefaces of ſome men have been ſo very # 
full ? What hath been the occaſions of all their: 


bought them, but not preaching in their ſcheme, 
not ſubſcribing their words, nor being of one 
mind with them in matters, wherein they don't 
appear to be of one mind amongſt themſelves? 
Even in an article which they think of the higheſt 
importance, the Divinity of the Son of God, 
they are divided, and out of their great zeal for 

| : orthodoxy, 
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, orthodoxy, are ſome of them turned downright 
| hereticks, In the point alſo of juſtification they 
are no more agreed than in the other; ſome af- 
firming it to be from eternity, and others as po- 
ſitively denying it. So that if they are agreed, 
tis not in principle, but in a certain form of 
words, which ſound well, and paſs for current 
coin, becauſe ſtamped witlr the ſuperſcription 
aud image of orthodoxy. If all who differ from 
them either in modes of expreſſion, or their diſ- 
= tinguiſhing doctrines, muſt be unſound ; I ſhould 

recommend it to theſe gentlemen to aſſume the 
WT glorious. character of infallibility, and publiſh 
their creed of orthodoxy, for the better regula- 
ting our faith and 1 the future. I am 
indeed in ſome hopes that the world will ſoon be 
bleſſed with ſuch a creed; ſound in proportion 
to the length and bulk of it. But till the preſs 
is delivered of its burden, I ſee no remedy but 
chat we muſt go on as we have hitherto done, 

preaching Chriſt according to the beſt of our 
knowledge. I have. charity enough to believe, 
that the miniſters of every denomination do not 


] 4 | preach with the enticing words of man's wiſdom, 
chat with the Apoſtle hey have renounced the 


Hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walking in crafti- 
8 72/5, nor handling the word of God deceitfully z that 
they do not preach as pleaſing men but God, and 
that they ſeriouſly endeavour, by manifeſtation of 
the real truth, to commend themſelves to every man's 
= conſcience in the fight of God; and however they 
may any of them differ from me in any parti- 
&F cular points, yer I doubt not but that they truly 


. FF Preach Chriſt, as to the main doctrines of chri- 
7 ſtianity, thoſe of repentance towards God, and 


| faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt. As to other things, 
Mr, Guyſe and his dear friends are orthodox to 
5 H them- 
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themſelves, and ſo are all who differ from them, 
And therefore whatever be your ſcheme or ſyſtem 
of faith, you have undoubtedly a right and liberty 
to preach it, but not to ſet it up for the ſtandard | 
of other mens belief, till by a publick edi& you 
are made dictator in the faith; nor to cenſure o- 
thers as not preaching Chriſt, becauſe they don't 
uſe your modes of expreſſion, nor preach upon 
ſome peculiar points, that may be uſeful to you, 
and ſavoury to your people. „ 
Thus, Sir, have I taken the liberty to go 
thro your account of preaching Chriſt; and 
upon a review I can't underſtand wherein the 
difference conſiſts between preaching Chriſt in «ii 
latitude, and directly and reſtrictively, as you have 
explained it; nor what it is you have particularly 
in view, by preaching Chriſt in the reſtriftive way, 
The Reverend Mr. Hubbard in his preface to good 
Mr. Coward ſeems however to be much of your 
mind, and tells him and the world, that th; * 


main view of his lecture was to have Chriſt dire 


E 
55 
To 
£ 


and immediately preached, and that his patron 
had been witneſs to a very happy and eminent ſu 
ceſs of ſo managing the goſpel-miniſtry, as to mak © 
. our bleſſed Lord the reigning theme in it; and thai 
His forefathers ſought to bring Chriſt into the ſoul: 
of men, rather than to preſent him to the fancy, 
and the remembrance of this excited in Mr. Cowarl, 
this laudable endeavour of contributing towards iI 
revival and continuance of the ſame conduct. Thi 
is kindly ſaid of his patron, ænd modeſtly of th 
reſt of his brethren. But that gentleman would 
do well to acquaint the world, what difference! 
there is between preaching Chriſt directly, and 
preaching directly upon the principles of the 
. chriſtian religion; and what there is in Mr. 
Coward's main view more than in the views of 
Other 


Reverend Mr. Joun GUrs F. 
other gentlemen who ſupport other Lectures. 


I hope that happy and eminent ſucceſs of ſo ma- 
naging the goſpel-miniſtry, as to make our bleſſed 


Lord (I think it ſhould have been Chriſt) the 


= reigning theme in it, to which he hath been witneſs, 
= relates to himſelf; and that this, as well as the 
remembrance of Mr. Hubbard's forefathers, excited 
now in him this laudable endeavour to contribute 
= towards the revival of ſo managing the goſptl-mi- 
== i/ry, as to make Chriſt the reigning theme in it. 
But, I pray, when was preaching Chriſt or the 


Eg chriſtian religion diſcontinued? I am very ſorry. 


if it hath been thrown out of the pulpit of Stepney, 
for I never heard that it was diſcontinued any 
where elſe, and do not think it much for Mr. 


Hꝝubbard's reputation that he needed Mr. Coward's 


contribution to engage him to preach Chriſt di- 
rectly, and to ſeek to bring Chriſt into the fouls 
ef men. If he hath been employ'd in preſenting 
== Chriſt only to his bearers fancy, he hath been a 


1 very fancyful preacher, and been employ'd by his 
congregation to a very whimſical purpoſe. As 


for my ſelf, I wiſh well to Mr. Coward's lecture, 


1 and ſucceſs in every valuable purpoſe to every 
; miniſter employ'd in it. I dare not indeed make 
ny ſelf of the number, or compare my ſelf with 


7 /ome that commend themſelves, nor ſlretch out my 
e beyond my meaſure, as tho* I reached unto you. 


But this I can truly fay, that 2% ſome indeed 
== may preach Chriſt of envy, ſtrife and contention, 
and others alſo preach Chriſt of go0d-will and love, 
Viet notroituſtanding every way, whether in pretence 


oer in truth, Chriſt is preached; and J therein do 
X 7ejice, yea and will rejoice. But what hath this 
patron and his lecturers in view more than any 
other chriſtians and miniſters of Chriſt? If it be 
the ſupport of a party, I envy not him the ho- 

"+ 2 nour 
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nour of erecting and maintaining a lecture for this 
purpoſe, nor them of being engaged in it, and 
carrying it on. The more generous deſign 
would have been, to have ſolid chriſtianity 
preached up in all its parts, without dictating 
to his lecturers, or cenſuring their ſermons; 
which hath ſuch an appearance of humour and 
pride, that the largeſt contributions cannot co- 
ver. To preach the chriſtian religion in all ats 
parts, is the only true and direct way of preach- 
ing Chriſt ; and this cuſtom I hope the miniſters 
of Chriſt have: and I have therefore the pleaſure 
to think, that if Mr. Coward's lecture was erected 
to revive the direct preaching Chriſt, it was erected 
to revive what was never dead, and which I 
hope will live and flouriſh when Mr. Coward's 
name and lecture ſhall be no more. © © 
But I have done with both; and ſhall now 
proceed to the conſiderations you offer, to: re- 
commend this direct preaching of Chriſt z and 
Pag. 251. you tell us it ſufficiently pleads for it ſelf, And I 
think it doth indeed plead for it ſelf, that every 
miniſter of Chriſt ſhould preach the religion of = 
Chriſt, according as God is pleaſed to enable 
him to underſtand it; but that every man ſhould 
preach it in your way, is not, I think, ſo felf- 
evident a matter, but needs ſome farther clearing. 
However, tho you apprehend there /hould be 
jh little occaſion for arguments to ſet the governing 
[1 aim of goſpel-miniſtrations towards him, yet you 
Pag. 252. tell us, that he who knows any thing of human 
nature, and obſerves the turn of the preſent age, 
may eaſily ſee that ſomething of this kind can't be 
unſcaſonablo. I think I have not been altogether F 
unobſervant of the turn of the preſent age, and 
as far as I am a judge, there is ſome turn evi- 
dently to two things, infidelity on the one _ 
ND | an 
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and uncharitableneſs on the other. And if you 
therefore mean that it can't be unſeaſon2ble to 
inſiſt on the great foundations of chriſtianity, 
and to lay before men the ſubſtantial proofs of 
the truth of it, and when the very foundations 
are attacked, to perſuade all chriſtians to bear 
with one another amidſt their leſſer differences; 
herein I would gladly. join my heart and hand 
wich yours. But if you mean any other turn of 
the preſent age, with which profeſſed chriſtians 
and chriſtian miniſters are chargeable, and par- 
ticularly the turn of loving to leave Chriſt out 
of their ſermons, as I hope your inſinuations are 
not true, ſo I think your motives. might have 
be 8 e 

The firſt of them is, Chriſt is a ſubject truly 
excellent, and every way worthy to be preached. 
What, I beſeech you, of Chriſt ? The bare word, 
or the things concerning him; the name, or the 
religion of Chriſt? If you mean the name only, 
you mean nothing; if his religion, every chri- 

ſtian in the world agrees with. you. Chriſt is a 
ſubject truly excellent, undoubtedly chriſtianity 

is ſo, and every way worthy to be preached ; 
nor is there any thing elſe that we have to do as 
2X Chriſt's miniſters but to preach chriſtianity, nor 
can Chriſt be preached any other way but by 
Ppreaching his religion: and I hope every faithful 
miniſter is led thus ro do by inclination as well 
as duty. What you tell us of the wonder and 
ſongs of Angels is true; but pray what did they 
wonder at, and ſing ſongs of praiſes for? Was 
it for the name Chriſt, or was it merely for the 
perſon of Chriſt? Or rather, was it not for the 
wonderful methods of divine grace in the re- 
demption of the world by Chriſt? And there- 
fore the true inference you ſhould have drawn 
| Co WR from 
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from hence is, That the goſpel which contains 


this wonderful method of ſalvation by grace, is 
every way worthy to be ſtudied and preached; 
and that miniſters ſhould think it their glory to 


roclaim and recommend this grace or favour 
of God in the goſpel to their hearers; and that 


as we are more nearly concern'd in it than an- 
gels, we have ſo much the higher reaſons to 


glory in it. This is St. Paul's meaning in glorying 
in the croſs of Chriſt ; not, ſurely, in the materia 
wooden croſs, but in the method of our redemp- 


tion by the death and ſufferings of Chriſt, Here 


T1 allow with you that here i5 boundleſs room and 


Pag. 255. 


ſcope for the wideſt thoughts to expatiate, and for 


the moſt exalted genius to entertain it ſelf ; and that 


the farther we go into this noble ſubject, the more 
it approves it ſelf to us, and the higher its glories 
riſe upon us. But they muſt be very wide thoughts 
indeed, that can expatiate upon the bare name 


or perſon of Chriſt, irreſpectively to the doctrines 


and truths concerning him, and delivered by him. 
Even your genius would be at a loſs to entertain 
it ſelf here, and the farther you looked into it, 
you would be covered with deeper darkneſs in- 
ſtead of diſcovering new riſing glories, 3 

Again, preaching Chriſt is peculiarly ſuited to 
the goſpel-diſpenſation. Now, as you cannot preach 
Chriſt without preaching on the goſpel-diſpen- 
fation, was ever any thing ſo' ſelf-evident and 
demonſtratively true, as that preaching the go- 
ſpel-diſpenſation is ſuited to the goſpel-diſpenſa- 
tion ; preaching chriſtianity is ſuited to the na- 


ture of chriſtianity ; and that a religion of which 


Chriſt is the author is appropriated to him, and 
takes its denomination and authority from him ? 
Is this any new diſcoy + d are there any of 
the miniſters of this diſpenſation, that is founded 

; « on 
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on Chrift, and that is full of Chriſt, who neglect to 
preach Chriſt, or, as mu ſay, 10 publiſh the goſpel 
- of bis kingdom? The diſtinguiſhing characte- 
riſticks of this diſpenſation are faith in Chriſt, 
and repentance towards God, and love unfeigned 
to the brethren. And who are the miniſters that 
leave faith and repentance, and brotherly love 
out of their ſermons? If you know of none, as 
I am perſuaded you do not know many, to 
what purpoſe are all your declamations and 


- queſtions upon this head? Who are they that 


act this incongruous part, or ſo unworthy their 
_ charafter, who pretend to a miniſtry in Chriſt's 
kingdom? Can any man that reads ſuch paſſages 


= as theſe, imagine any thing leſs from your que- 


ſtions and complaints, but that the preſent ſer of 


"3 miniſters are turn'd' Pagans, Turks or Fews, and 


that there are none beſides Mr. Gzy/e and Mr. 
Coward's lecturers that preach this glorious diſ- 
penſation we are under? Tour expoſtulations 
are a real charge upon your brethren, and what- 
ever may have been your ſecret intentions, the 
world will judge ſo. 


Again, tis the ſpecial office of goſpel-miniſfters 10 Pag. 256. 


preach Chriſt : i. e. tis the ſpecial office of goſpel- 
miniſters to preach the goſpel. Do you think 
any goſpel-miniſter needs to be told this? Or 
do you know any of them that baptize perſons 
into any other faith but the faith of Chriſt, or who 
adminiſter the ſacred memorials of his death for 
any other purpoſe, but to bring Chriſt to the remem- 
brance of, thoſe who receive them? God forbid 
that Mr. Guyſe ſhould be the only miniſter who 
looks upon himſelf as a ſteward of the myſteries of 
God, I hope we all look upon our ſelves as the 
ſervants Ry, ambaſſadors of God for Chriſt, and 
believe that ther is a neceſſity laid upon us to 1 5 
| is 
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treachero!'s and injurious to Chriſt, than you or 
the moſt zealous of your brethren. What will 
ſtanders- by think of ſuch exclamations, but ei- 
ther that your paſſion wanted vent, or that you 


falſe and treacherous to God and Chriſt, and 
as aſhamed to own him and preach him to the 


mote the intereſt of chriſtianity without preach- | 


to be with his miniſters to the end of the world, | ; 


bis Geſpel; and I truſt in God we are nd. more 
unmindful of, or unfaithful to our truſt, no more 


look upon your brethren as a company of men 


world? 5 O18 _ $8 
Again, the moſt defireable ſucceſs of the miniſtry 


very much depends on preaching Chriſt : PN put 


* 


into plain Engliſb, No miniſter can expect to pro- 


ing it; or no miniſter can expect to convert 
any man to chriſtianity without telling him 
wherein chriſtianity conſiſts, If J judge right, 


the only ſucceſs we can deſire as the miniſters of 


Chriſt, is to bring men to the faith and obedi- 
ence of the goſpel. This is truly deſireable, and 
the moſt deſireable ſucceſs we can wiſn. And 


| was there ever any man that deſired to do this 


as a miniſter, that did not endeavour to do it by FM. 
preaching the goſpel? Was any mortal ever ſo 
ſtupid as to imagine, that he could have an 
ſucceſs as a miniſter of Chriſt by preaching 
Socrates, Cicero or Mahomet? Or can any one |, 
be ſo weak as to imagine, that Chriſt's promiſe 


belong'd to any but thoſe who preached him and i 
his holy religion? Surely we are not yet run to 
theſe dregs. We all allow that the ſpirit. of = 
Chriſt loves to breathe in the doctriues of Chriſt 3 © 
and I hope alſo you will allow, that it equally * 
loves to breathe in the precepts and commands 
of Chriſt : and ' tis evident beyond diſpute, thro- 
all the acts of the apoſtles, that *rwas his preach- } 
| | 14 
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ing , Chriſt, viz, in the whole compaſs of his 
religion as they had opportunity, that was own- 
eil and honoured of God with all the glorious and 
amaſing ſucceſs recorded there. And indeed how 
could any thing elſe have ſucceeded ? How could 
Jews or Gentiles have been converted to the faith 
of Chriſt, but by preaching the religion of Chriſt ? 
Or what had the apoſtles to do but to preach 
that, goſpel with which they were entruſted ? 
But what hath. all this to do with your reſtrictive | 
way of preaching Chrift? If any one obſerves 
the conduct of the Apoſtles, he will find that 
their ſermons were ſuited to the circumſtances 
of thoſe, they had to do with. When they preach- 
ed to the Jews, it was about their fin in crucify- 
ing Chriſt, and that the characters of the Meſſiah 
were fulfilled, in Chriſt, When they preached 
to idolatrous Gentiles, they preached againſt ido- 
latry and ſuperſtition: When before very wicked 
2X men, twas about righteouſneſs, and temperance, 
is ; and judgment to come. And therefore, if mini- 
y  fters would not be unconcerned, whether they Aude 
o and labour in vain, they ſhould ſtudy and labour 
y For to ſatisfy and comply with the prejudices of 
g their hearers, not to preach ſome choſen doc- 
e tries, and omit others, not to ſet up faith in op- 
ðpoſition to practice, but to preach Chriſt in the 
whole extent and compaſs of his goſpel, and nor 
un to declare to men the whole counſel of God. 


Qu 


J 


ion, are nearly concerned in preaching Chriſt. 
I think this is the ſame thing in different words 
with the former head; for wherein the ſucceſs of 
chriſtian miniſters differs from their promoting 
T the honour of God, and of chriſtian religion, I 
- do not very well underſtand. But not to inſiſt 
en this, vou tell us all its pitals (chriſtian reli- 

A. . .... 


: Y . Again, the bonour of God, and of chriſtian re- Pag. 260. 
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A LETTER 0 the 
gion) ſhring up and thrive under his influence. But 
what can you mean by this ſpringing up and thri- 


ving of vitals, but either that the eſſentials of 


chriftianity are delivered by Chriſt, or that the 
ſucce's 5 chriſtianity depends on his advocacy |My 
and mediation? Theſe things will be allowed 
you. But if as you add, his name is not known, 
or if it don't reign and triumph in the diſcourſes 
that are 7 and heard, how ſpall this glory of 


1 4 NAS PLE] 
VE Nm e _— 
r 

\ es FILE 


God be [een and advanced in its moſt endearing and 


exalled firains ? 1 know not which moſt to ad- 
mire here, the ſentiments or the ſtile. Names 
reigning and triumphing, glory ſeen and advanced 
in its moſt endearing and exalted trains, are very 
endeariug and exalted ftrains indeed. But how | 
often muſt the name be mention'd in order to its 
reign and triumph? Eft modus in rebus. Tou 
will do well to ſettle it in the caſe before us, 


For my own part, I had rather hear a ſermon |? 


full of the ſubſtantial doctrines of Chriſt's reli- 3 
gion, than of Chriſt's name, when the preacher } 
uſes it impertinently, or to ſanctify opinions that 
are contrary to his religion; and cannot help | 1 
thinking that the glory of God is advanced in 
its moſt endearing and exalted trains, when the 
preacher either confirms my faith as a chriſtian, 
or inſpires me with renewed reſolutions to live 
the chriſtian life, Theſe are tender and importan b 
points, and I will anſwer your queſtion in the 
affirmative, that the miniſters of Chriſt ought to 
be concerned for them, and I hope would have 

been concerned for them, if N "AT A had 


been whol! y ret, [ ; 
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Reverend Mr. Jo HN Gurs k. 
and his hearers. Tis true, he riches of Chriſt 
are unſearchable, there are more excellencies in 
chriſtianity than we can now diſcern ; inſtances 
of God's goodneſs we can never ſufficiently adore. 
But if you preach of thoſe excellencies that can't 

derſtood, I humbly ſuppoſe you don't 
preach to the underſtandings of your hearers or 
your own. And if ſo, how is ſuch preaching 
delightful to one's own or others ſouls, "viz. when 
the preacher is in the clouds himſelf, and keeps 


his congregation in impenetrable darkneſs? ex- 


cept they ſhould both happen to be of ſuch ſu- 
pernatural and incomprehenſible conſtitutions, as 
to have their ſotils delighted and improved by 


Ignorance and darkneſs. The ſphere of goſpet- 


trutbs, when their evidence appears convmcing 
and clear, when the preacher wiſely explains 


them, and ſolidly improves them, is undoubt- 
edly very refreſhing and entertaining, and they are 
very delightful advantageous themes to think, and 


talk, and bear of; and the foul that lives moſt in the 
midſt of the light and influence of this ſþhere, can't 
bur ſay, Lord! tis good to be here: i. e. in plain 
words, a miniſter takes pleaſure and doth good 
in preaching the goſpel, and ſober ſerious chri- 
ſtians take pleaſure and receive good by hearing 
it preached. Ergo, preach Chriſt reſtrifivel,, 
according to Mr. Gus notion of it. I don't 
doubt but you receive and do good by preaching 
Chriſt in your way. But I befeech you give 
others leave to take equal pleaſure in theif ways 
of preaching, who tho* they move not in your 
ſphere, may move in as refreſhing a one to them- 
ſelves, and as entertaining a one to others. J hope 


The art of raiſing mens ſpirits, refining their tem- 


Pers, and filling them with divine tranſports, is not 
confined to your * of preaching Chriſt, but 
| | % 


VVV 
that thoſe who frequent other congregations 
can ſometimes ſay with as much propriety and 
truth as your hearers, Lord! tis good to be here. 
Luaſtly, there are but few in our days that preach 
Chriſt, and but few that regard bim. This is a 
very important obſervation, and requires ſome 
very ſubſtantial proof; or elſe indifferent perſons 


will think, that when you were preaching this, 


ou were preaching ſcandal, inſtead of preach- 


ing the goſpel of Chriſt. And as you have given 


yourſelf great liberty on this head, I muſt 
beg leave to deal as freely with you, by drawing 


out the ſeveral branches of your charge, and ma- 


king the neceſſary reflections on it. 


Ibid. 


ers and hearers ſeem contented to lay him. aſide, It 


would bekind if you would tell the world, from 
whence your information comes. Have you 
converſed with the greateſt part of the hearers, 


or have they waited on you, to tell you their 
minds, and declare their ſatisfaction and con- 


tent to lay Chriſt aſide? If you have gone only 


upon jealouſy and ſuſpicion, you have made a 


very unchriſtian repreſentation, and acted con- 
trary to that noble principle of charity, which 
is greater than faith, and without which you 
are, with all your zeal, no more than as ſounding 


braſs, or a tinkling cymbal, and which ſhould have 
taught you, not to behave yourſelf unſeemly, to 
think no evil, but to believe and hope all things. 


Or it you have entertained this opinion of the 
_ generality of Chriftians upon the reports of ſome 
. envious buſy-bodies, you will do well to conſi- 


der, that ſuch ſhall not be allowed to dwell in 


_ God's holy hill, who backbite with their tongues, 
wh do evil to their neighbours, or who take up a 


reproach againſt their . neighbour. A worſe re- 


proach 
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Reverend Mr. JohN GuysE. 
proach you cannot faſten upon any, than this, 
that they /eem contented to lay Chriſt qſide, i. e. 
to part with their chriſtianity and their hope of 
falyation by the goſpel. ty 
But what leſs is to be expected from them, 
when the greateſt number of preachers are as kon- 
tent to lay Chriſt afide, as their hearers? T am 
ſorry you thus take on you the character of the 
accuſer of the brethren, and ſhould be glad to 
know, whether you intended this compliment 
for the miniſters of the eſtabliſhment, or for 
thoſe. diſſenting miniſters that may ſomewhat 
differ from you in the method of preaching of 
Chriſt. To be ſure Mr. Guy/e, and his dear 
friends, who deny the generation of the Son of 
God, and all Mr. Coward's lecturers, are not 
content to lay Chrift afide, but love to move in 
ibis moſt refrefling ed entertaining ſphere. It ſeems 
then the greateft number of preachers are all 
thoſe who are not of his and their church; and 
they lay aſide Chriſt contentedly becauſe they 
don't preach Chriſt according to the ſtandard of 
their orthodoxy. This is really a very candid 
and ingenuous repreſentation. I can't however 
perfuade myſelf to think, that you have heard 
the greateſt number of preachers, and can prove 
either from their publick performances, or pri- 
vate converſations, that they are ſo content as 
= you imagine to lay aſide Chriſt: If you can't, 
vou have done very ill thus to repreſent them to 
3X their hearers, and deſerve a ſeverer reproof than 


that of The Lord rebuke thee. You would cer- 


tainly, and with a great deal of reaſon, think it 
very hard treatment, ſhould any minifter, be- 
_ cauſe of ſome peculiarities in your ſentiments and 
ſermons, publickly repreſent, that you and your 
Congregation ſeem content to lay Chriſt afide. 
8 ; And 
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62 A LETTER to the 
And with what conſcience, as a miniſter and as 4 
chriſtian, can you allow yourſelf to do to othery 
what you are unwilling they ſhould do to you? 
Are not you under a law to Chriſt as well as 
others ? Or have you the ſole privilege of vent- 
ing ſcandal, without being accountable for it at 
the bar of God? Juſtice to Chriſt's miniſters and 
people, and juſtice to yourſelf, demand it from 
you, either to vindicate ſo deep a charge by na- 
ming the perſons you point at, or to humble 

_ yourſelf before God and them if you have char- 
ged them haſtily and without proof. If one may 
judge by the ſermons, and treatiſes publiſhed in 
defence of chriſtianity, of the ſentiments of thoſe 
who are not of your denomination, they ſeem as 
firmly to believe, and to have as great regard for 

the honour of chriſtianity, as. you or any of 
your brethren without exception. How then 
could ſo random a charge eſcape from a good 
man and a chriſtian miniſter? You have rio |? 
other excuſe, but either the neceſſity of your 

affairs, or the warmth of your zeal. N 

rag. 261. But you farther complain, that his name is ſel- 
dom heard of in converſation, unleſs in a way of Y 
ſtrife and debate, or, which is infinitely worſe, in a 
way of reproach, contempt and blaſphemy, I am 
heartily ſorry you fall ſo often into ſuch very 
bad company, where there is ſuch quarrelling, i - 

and blaſpheming the name of Chriſt : Or per- 

_ haps you mean, that this is the caſe in all con- 
verſations, but ſuch as you have the manage- * 
ment of yourſelf. But in this you are very much 

. miſtaken, There are converſations, and many WF 
of them, where you have not the honour to be 

preſent, which are guided by friendſhip and de- 
cency, where there are no other debates, but 
what become good men, and impartial enqui- 

TY 19020! x eng | 


Reverend Mr. JoHN Gurs k. 
rers after truth, where the name and religion of 
Chriſt is honoured, and never ſpoken of by way 
of contempt and blaſphemy. One would be apt 
to think by ſuch a repreſentation that you had 
your ſpies in all companies, and ſecret intelli- 
gence of every thing that paſſes in converſation, 

the ſpirit of prophecy to inform you; or elſe 
Fam ſure the charge neither becomes you as a 
man or a chriſtian. That there are ſome con- 
verſations managed in the manner you repreſent, 
I fear is too true: but God forbid it ſhould be ſo 
amongſt thegreateſt number of preachersand hears 
ers. But if it were ſo, have you nothing as criminal 
and melancholy to complain of amongſt your- 
ſelves? Have you no pulpit-· debates, no ſermons 
in which the name of Chriſt is ſeldom or never 
mentioned but in a way of ſtrife? In which per- 
ſonal quarrels and party- differences have been 
preached inſtead of the peaceable goſpel of 
Chriſt? I will not preſs you too hard by ſaying 
more, and doubt not but you are truly grieved 
at theſe things, and heartily pray God that this 
reproach may in his own due time' be entire 
wiped away from us. I ſhall only add on this 
head, that I am afraid that miniſters themſelves 
have given too much occaſion for the evils you 
complain of, as far as they are true; and that 
the debates and quarrels of private converſations 
will not be likely to ceaſe, till we learn our- 
ſelves how to differ amongſt each other with 
charity, and preſerve our pulpits free from party: 


invectives and reproaches. : 0 | 
Lou go on, I am perſuaded it (Chriſt's name) pag. 26r, 
never entered leſs than at this day into our practical | 
goalineſs, into our ſolemn aſſemblies, into our deal- 
7785 with God, into our dependencies on him, expetia- 
lions from him, and devotedneſs to kim, You mean, 


3 


Pag. 261. 


1 b that desi is a van Erie n of 
infidelity and vice; tho? by he connection of 


your complaints; you ſeem t9 have a quite, dif, 


ferent intention, viz. that, chriſtians. and chri- 
ſtian miniſters ſeem to have nothing of Chriſt in 
their practical godlineſs, Sc. Now as you al- 
tow that there are ſtill ſuch things as practical 

ineſs, ſalemn aſſemblies, expectations from, 
dealings with and devotedneſs to God; methinks 
theſe appearances, ſhould inline you to the moſt 


charitable ſide, to think that all theſe things are 


kept up with a regard to Chriſt and his religion. 
Ir hath been my opinion, and experience hath 
confirmed. mes in it, chat hen once men have 
thrown off their helief of Chriſtianity, they have 
done it generally for the ſake of being more eaſy 
in their vices, and have in conſequence thrown 
off all their dealings with God and therefore I 
cannot help thinking, - but that all who frequent 
the folemn aſſemblies, and live a ſober, 'righ- 


teous, and godly life, and are devoted to the fer- 


vice and fear of God, do it as much upon chri- 
ſtian principles as any good men have done it in 


former ages; nor can I conceive how chriſtian 


miniſters can preach on men's expectations from 
God, and devotedneſs to him, without making 
the goſpel of Chriſt their rule and ſtandard; nor 


how their hearers can form any expectations from 


him, or devote themſelves to him, hut upon the 


principles and according to the JineRions of of the 
goſpel. If you know of any to whom the charge 
| belongs, you will do well to put them in mind 
of their fault, and endeavour their reformation, | 


It ſeems you do, for you tell us, > 
That the preſent modiſb turn of religion looks, as 

if we began lo think that ue have no need of a me- 

diatot, bitt that all our concerns were to be managed 


| | | _ with 


— 


Reverend Mr. JohN Gurs F. 
with God as an abſolute God : i. e. as tho? mini- 


ſters and people were going to turn down-right 
infidels and apoſtates from the Chriſtian faith. 


How many there are who have already gone into 


this faſhionable religion, I cannot tell; but as 
you ſeem ſo well acquainted with the modes and 
faſhions of the town, I hope you can, and will. 
As for myſelf, I am not apprehenſive that Chri- 
ſtianity is in ſuch danger, and think it never 
ſtood on ſuch known foundations of evidence and 
truth as it doth at this day. And tho” there al- 
ways have been, and ever will be infidels, who 


love darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds 
are evil, yet I don't find that the generality of 


miniſters and people are verging to infidelity, and 
throwing! up the doctrine of Chriſt's mediation 
and advocacy. Serious Chriſtians of all perſua- 


ſions are agreed in their need of this, and I hope 
diſcern the wiſdom of God in ſuch an appoint- 


ment for the ſecurity of their happineſs and ſal- 
vation; and I think this inſinuation equally 
groundleſs and unreaſonable with the others. I 
can but gueſs at your meaning in the expreſſion, 


of managing our concern with God, as an abſolute- 
God ; I ſuppoſe you mean with God, exclufive 


of a mediator. But how doth the doctrine of a 
mediator alter the abſolute perfection of the di- 
vine nature, or his abſolute right in and propriety 
over his creatures, i. e. render God leſs abſolute 
than he was before? The mediation of Chriſt is 
the abſolute appointment of God, an appoint- 
ment of mercy and wiſdom, an appointment in 
conſequence of his real love and compaſſion to 
mankind, and of his reſpluxion and readineſs to 


2X - reconcile ſinners to himſelf; an appointment 


| howeyer that doth not alter his nature, or the 
eternal purpoſes and counſels of his will. And 
K __ » there- 
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ALETTER to the 


therefore we have ſtill to do with an abſolute God, 


as that means a God abſolutely perfect and un- 
alterable ; tho? all our tranſactions with him 
and expectations from him ought to be directed, 
and managed by thoſe diſcoveries he hath made of 
his own purpoſes of mercy in the revelation of the 
goſpel of his ſon. And if your intention was to fix 
this charge on the greateſt number of your bre- 
thren, that they deny this, *tis far from being true in 
itſelf, and I amſure more than you'll be ever capa- 
ble of proving, how ſtrong ſoever your inclination 
may be to it. But grant it, that they do think, that 
all their concerns are to be managed with God as an 
abſolute Cod, I ſhould have thought you ſhould 


not have reproved them for this, becauſe I ap- 


prehend ſome of your dear friends will think this 
very found doctrine. Abſolute ſovereignty, abſo- 


lute election, and abſolute reprobation or preterition, 


have been amongſt ſome perſons very endearing 


and exalted ſtrains; and their very firſt principle 
of religion hath been that of an abſolute God, 
and their wideſt thoughts have expatiated upon the 
noble ſubjef7, and they have eſteemed it the moſt 
refreſhing and entertaining ſphere that one would 
wiſh to move in. If you differ from them in this 
point, and ſome of your people ſhould know it, 
Iam apt to think they would queſtion your ſound- 


__neſs in the faith; and I muſt needs ſay, that your 


bringing it as a criminal charge againſt the greateſt 


number of preachers and hearers, that they think 


their concerns are to be managed with God as an ab- 
ſolute God, looks like a ly inſinuation againſt the 
doctrine of God's abſolute ſovereignty, and the 
conſequent doctrines of abſolute election and 


preterition. Whether or no they ought to de- 


mand ſome explication on this head, I leave to 
their prudence and charity to determine. 
| | | But 


| Reverend Mr. JohN GUyYSE. 


againſt them, by adding, The religion of nature 


and only ſo far as it carries on the light of nature, 
and is a bare improvement of that kind light. All 
that is reſtrictively chriſtian, or that is peculiar 


not an apparent foundation in natural light, or that 


aſſerted by him of his brethren the miniſters of 
Chriſt ; and that we might not miſtake at whom 
he pointed the charge, he immediately adds, 
that moral duties themſelves are uſually harangued 
upon without any reference to Chriſt, I am almoſt 
aſtoniſhed to ſee how far an intemperate and fu- 
rious zeal may carry a good man beyond the 
bounds of charity and juſtice, and draw him into 
_ aſſertions which he himſelf cannot prove, and 
which have no foundation in the truth of things. 
The religion of nature is unqueſtionably a glorious 
thing, and I am perſuaded you yourſelf will al- 
low it, when you conſider coolly what it is, and 
wherein it conſiſts. The religion of nature means 
either thoſe branches of religion which the natu- 
ral unaſſiſted reaſon of men is ſufficient to diſ- 
cover, and can demonſtrate to be true, without 
the aid and aſſiſtance of divine revelation; or 
that religion which is agreeable to and founded 
in the reaſon and nature of things. Now in ei- 


natural religion is worthy to be embraced and 
Practiſed, and that revelation itſelf can't contra - 


But your accuſation runs to a yet greater Pag. 262. 
length. You. enhance and aggravate your charge 


makes up the darling topicks of our age, and the re- 
ligion of Feſus is valued only for the ſake of that, 


to Chriſt, every thing, concerning him, that hath. 


goes beyond its principles, is waved, and baniſhed, and. 
deſpiſed. This is aſſerted by the reverend Mr. 
Guyſe of the greateſt number of preachers ; tis 


ther of theſe ſenſes I ſuppoſe you will grant that 


dc che prnci inciples of * nor contain any thing 
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88 A LETTER o the 

4 | in it contrary to the relations and fitneſſes of 
* things: if it doth, then revelation, and particu- 
1 larly Chriſtianity, is falſe, and muſt be looked 
il on as an inſtiturion either unfit for God to give, 
„ or unfit for men to receive, or perhaps both; 
4 and I imagine that neither of theſe will be much 
1 for the credit of Revelation and Chriſtianity. If 
„ then there are any principles of religion certain, 
1 true and demonſtrable, previous to divine reve- 
bi lation, and which would have been ſo, had there 
il never been any revelation at all; ſurely it can- 
ls not be improper even for a chriſtian miniſter to 
bi ive his hearers at proper ſeaſons a view of thoſe 
. principles, to ſhew them their foundation in truth, 
a chat they are adopted into Chriſtianity, - and that 
K Chriſtianity is thus far reaſonable, and worth 
* their acceptance and belief. And I think this 
3 the more neceſſary, to prevent perſons from be. 
A coming a prey to ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm, and 
4 being impoſed on either by cunning pretenders 
2 to revelation, or others who, thro? ignorance 
af or deſign, may corrupt and pervert a real reve- 
in lation. This hath been the method taken by 
1 thoſe, who in my judgment have written beſt in 
f defence of Chriſtianity, and done the moſt emi- 
. nent ſervice to this glorious cauſe. But if to in- 
N ſiſt on the religion of nature be fo unpardonable 
4 a crime, ſo very heathemth and unchriſtian a 
0 thing, why don't ſome of you reſtrictive preach- 
KH ers of Chriſt try if you can defend the chriſtian 
li religion in your way? Fairly draw out your 
"k proofs, and ſee if you can ſupport the cauſe, with- 
\_ out laying the foundation of that natural religion, 
1 . which you ſo much deny, and ſhew ſuch a ſove- 
zz reign contempt of; for no other reaſon that I 
- can conceiye of, but a ſuſpicion that ſome of your 


Reverend Mr. Jo HN GUS E. 


own principles will not ſtand the teſt, and want 


this ſolid foundation to ſupport them. 
Ihe open oppoſition that is made to Chriſtia- 
nity, ſhews the neceſſity of examining it to the 
bottom, and reducing it to its original ſimpli- 
city; and I think the miniſters of Chriſt cannot 
more ſeaſonably and ſuitably employ themſelves, 
than by giving their people the cleareſt view they 
can of the whole evidence and proof of the go- 
ſpel. And if ſome of them have begun with the 
principles of natural religion, I ſuppoſe it hath 
been in order to lay the ſurer foundation for the 
ſupport of Chriſtianity. And I appeal to your 
own conſcience, whether you know any one man 
in the world, who pretends to the character of a 


chriſtian miniſter, that hath preached upon natural 


religion, with any other view and deſign but this, 
or who hath ever made in his ſermons ſuch a repre- 
ſentation of the perfection and ſufficiency of na- 
tural religion, as could give any juſt reaſon for 
ſuſpicion, that it was his darling topick above 
the religion of Jeſus himſelf. If any ſuch a one 
there be in the world, I am ſure he is obliged, in 
common honeſty, to quit that ſacred protefiion 
and calling; if there be not, he who makes ſuch 
a repreſentation of his brethren, breaks one of 
the fundamental precepts of natural religion, 
which I ſuppoſe real Chriſtianity can never diſ- 
Periſe with, | 
As to my ſelf 1 own, that J ſincerely value 
and honour the religion of Jeſus, for its perfect 
harmony and agreement with the principles of 
natural religion, or thoſe principles of religion 
which the reaſon and nature of mankind point 
out, and which are demonſtrable by reaſon to 
have their foundation in truth. I admire the 


glorious conſtitution of chriſtianity, in that it 


carries 
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carries on the light of nature, and is an improve 

ment of that light. The great duties it recom- 
mends are certainly founded in the nature of 
things, and all its great doctrines agreeable to 
reaſon ; becauſe worthy of the perfections of 
God, and ſuitable to the circumſtances, the 
wants, the hopes and the capacities of men. 
Even every thing that is, as you call it, reſtric- 
tively chriſtian, or that is peculiar to Chriſt, de- 
ſerves belief, and is worthy of all acceptation, be- 
cauſe, if I am not miſtaken, tis reaſonable, and 
ſober minds may diſcern in it the impreſſions and 
proofs of the divine wiidom, power and mercy. 

It gives men a nobler view of the divine per-, 
fections, and eſpecially of the riches of the grace 
and goodneſs of God, and lays the ſtrongeſt ob- 
ligation upon all to make the returns of grati- 
tude, love and duty. And therefore if you mean, 

that 2e religion of Feſus is valued only jo far as it 
is 4 bare improvement of the light of nature, 1, e. 
ſo far as it directs men to the diſcovery of nobler 
truths than bare natural unaſſiſted reaſon could 
do, ſo far as it gives men the cleareſt knowlegde 
of their duty, ſo far as it gives the beſt difplays | 
of the divine attributes and perfections, and ſets 
before them the wiſeſt and ſureſt method for 
their recovery from ſin, and death, and miſery 3 
J am not afraid or aſhamed to own, that I value 
chriſtianity only for the ſake of theſe things, 
And I 1 you, what is it, for which you 
have ſuch an high value for chriſtianity ? Do 

you value it merely for the ſake of thoſe things 
which are incomprehenſible? or for the ſake of 
things you have no knowledge of, and can't | 
poſſibly underſtand? If ſo, go on and admire z Y 
you will havenone toenvy, and, I believe, butfew 
to imjtate you. Undoubtedly every —_ 


Reverend Mr. Jo HN GuYSE. 
diſcovered to the mind, relating to God, the 
original and cauſes of ſin and miſery, the me- 
thod of our redemption, every new motive re- 
preſented to our ſouls, every new promiſe, every 
doctrine peculiar to Chriſt, and his mediatory 

. undertakings, is an improvement of natural light, 
as they lead the reaſon of men to thoſe diſco- 
veries, which otherwiſe they would have been 
S abſolutely deſtitute of. And doth not the very 
excellency and peculiar advantage of chriſtianity 
conſiſt in it? Doth not he who values and 
eſteems it for theſe reaſons, value and eſteem it 
for thoſe reaſons, which alone render it prefer- 

able to the religion and light of nature? Shew, 
if you can, wherein the excelleney of chriſtianity 
conſiſts beſides. 7 12 
But why do I thus argue, upon a ſuppoſition 
that is abſolutely inconſiſtent with your real in- 
tention, and declared meaning? Your inſinua- 
tion is quite of a different kind, viz. that the 
religion of Jeſus is only valued ſo far, as it con- 
firms natural Religion, as ſtanding in oppoſition 
to the peculiars of the revelation of God by 
Chriſt ; becauſe, ſay you, all that is reſtrictively 
chriſtian, or that is peculiar io Chriſt, every thing 
concerning him, that hath not its apparent founda- 
tion in natural light, or that goes beyond its principles, 
is waved, and baniſhed, and deſ;iſed. This is nail- 
ing down the charge indeed upon your brethren. 
Every thing peculiar to Chriſt is waved, baniſhed, 
and deſpiſed ; waved from the pulpit, baniſhed 
from converſation, and deſpiſed by the genera- 
lity of preachers and hearers. Good Gad! to 
what lengths of infidelity, or rather cenſoriouſneſs, 
-are we run ! Awake, oh all ye apoſtate clergy, 
'ye unbelieving miniſters and hearers, hear the 
) dreadful charge againſt you, and tremble ! You 
have waved, baniſhed, and de pied 4ir; thing re- 
W ſttrictively 
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A LETTER to the 
ſtrictively Chriſtian, every thing peculiar to Chrift, 
if the repreſentation and charge of the Reverend 
Mr. Guyſe is true: a charge brought againſt 
you in the face of the whole world, a charge 


ſolemnly delivered in the name of God, and a- 


gain and again repeated, that the few chriſtians 
who are left may underſtand and mourn your 
apoſtacy. Surely, Sir, you muſt have ſome 
ſtrong and convincing proofs to juſtify a charge 


of ſuch importance. Had you ſaid, that ſome 


things, which by ſome: perſons have been ac- 
counted the peculiars of chriſtianity, have heen 
waved, Ec. you would have had fome founda- 
tion of truth to ſupport yon. But that every 
thing that is peculiar to Chriſt is vaved, &c. by 
the generality of preachers and hearers, is, I 
hope, too bad to be true. What are the doc- 
trines of Chriſt's incarnation and birth, his holy 
life, his miraculous works, his meritorious death, 
his glorious reſurrection, his aſcenſion to heaven, 


his interceſſion at the right-hand of God, and 


his coming to judgment, waved, baniſhed and 
deſpiſed? Are they not either the chief ſubjects 
on which miniſters preach, or the great motives 
by which they enforce practical truths? Theſe 
are all things peculiar to Chriſt, and have not 
any foundation, much leſs an apparent founda- 
tion in natural light; i. e. they are properly mat- 
ters of divine revelation, which the natural rea- 
ſon of mankind could never have diſcovered: tho? 
ſince their being revealed they commend them- 
- ſelves to the conſciences of men, and are undoubt- 
: edly agreeable to the trueſt reaſon whatſoever. 
- And to ſhew this, 1s, I apprehend, the proper bu- 
ſineſs of miniſters this day, when the whole doc- 


trine of mediation is made by ſome an objection 


againſt the truth of the chriſtian revelation, And 


if 


EE eee EE neg 


Reverend Mr. JOHN GuUYSE. 
if the doctrine of mediation with God can be 
defended upon the principles of reaſon, I appre- 
hend *twill be of ſervice to chriſtianity thus to 
defend it; and if you cannot ſupport it by rea- 
fon, or at leaſt ſhew it not to be an unreaſonable 
doctrine, I beg leave to know by what reaſon you 
will ſupport it. If the excellency of your faith 
conſiſts in believing without, or contrary to rea- 
ſon, you may poſſibly be commended for the 
ſtrength of your faith, but I am ſure cannot for 
the wiſdom of it. And if this be the meaning 
of your complaint, that the generality of preach- 
ers endeavour to ſhew the reaſonableneſs of the 
peculiar doctrines of chriſtianity,” relating to 
Chriſt, and that the generality of hearers love 
to have it ſo, I think they deſerve great com- 
mendation and praiſe ; and act more worthy 
their natures, and more acceptable to God, than 
if they ſwallowed down doctrines without any 
examination, or made the impoſſibility of any 
thing an argument or reaſon for believing it. 
Wiſe men will always conſider their natural 
light as given them, not to be put under 
a buſhel, or to be extinguiſh'd, but to direct 
and guide them into knowledge and truth. And 
when they hear goſpel-miniſters running down 
and inveighing againſt natural light, or that 
reaſon which God hath granted them, they will 
naturally ſuſpect impoſture and intereſt, a de- 
ſign to betray them, and make a property of 
their conſciences and purſes. And therefore, 
tho? after all our attempts there wil remain dif- 


ficulties in revelation, that we may not be able 


to account entirely for, yet certainly the more 
evident the peculiar: principles of it appear, the 


more agreeable they certainly are, and can be 


diſcerned to be to the reaſon and judgment of 
| —_— „ 


73, 


ES 


1 * * * _ 4 
SE Ge, a IS r 4 WAFS. A Tec 

. = I rr * 

F TTT—T—VTTTPTTPTFT ccc 


3 2 
8 ; 1 
r 


— . ̃ I: 
2 no 5 — 2 — — 5 "6 k _ 


2 „ 1 * + 8 2 rt nt one 3; 8 : — ; - 
* . 3 <4 -S . oy g _ „ 2 W * _— Tx: * a OD TIES ian 
2 * 2 E 7 y N 5 — — . : - — -» -- a3: 3-3 25 — — — — IS % 
— . —— - * * * — - - — * . — _— * * - 7 - 4 
— — * - * — 2 > WY" * et os 5 bo b/w ae Eo „ SH 44 py * 4 L — 
n — ens your r — 6 N * 22 - . = ; " 


— 


—— 


— 2 rr — Pa 4 ">: = 
OE OR A INAMIGS: IS Foe od 8. 


= At - — EY”. PM; R "97" * . 1 4 or giv Fre 
we OE WET: EAR. 3 AE. (DA 2 
a * - = — * r by ** ws aa. 4 W n = 3 


7.5 2 b 
6 — ate 


Ln — . La 
WW, —__ 


25 wy 2 22 — * 
2 — S =P 


—— 


—— + 
. ww". 


. 


* — 
nl — 
P ron 


2 SLES , — 
| a. ts. x — e 


5 
1 
? 

4 1 
3 my 
. f 
4 
x 


A LETTER to the 


ſtrictively Chriſtian, every thing peculiar to Chrift, 
if the repreſentation and charge of the Reverend 
Mr. Guy/e is true: a charge brought againſt 
you in the face of the whole world, a charge 
folemnly delivered in the name of God, and a- 
gain and again repeated, that the few chriſtians 


who are left may underſtand and mourn your 


apoſtacy. Surely, Sir, you muſt have ſome 
ſtrong and convincing proofs to juſtify a charge 
of ſuch importance. Had you ſaid, that ſome 


things, which by ſome: perſons have been ac- 


counted the peculiars of chriſtianity, have heen 
waved, c. you would have had fome founda- 
tion of truth to ſupport you. But that every 


| thing that is peculiar to Chriſt is waved, &c. by 


the generality of preachers and hearers, is, I 
hope, too bad to be true. What are the doc- 
trines of Chriſt's incarnation and birth, his holy 
life, his miraculous works, his meritorious death, 


his glorious reſurrection, his aſcenſion to heaven, 


his interceſſion at the right-hand of God, and 
his coming to judgment, waved, baniſhed and 
deſpiſed? Are they not either the chief ſubjects 
on which miniſters preach, or the great motives 
by which they enforce practical truths? Theſe 


are all things peculiar to Chriſt, and have not 


any foundation, much leſs an apparent founda- 
tion in natural light; i. e. they are properly mat- 
ters of divine revelation, which the natural rea- 


ſon of mankind could never have diſcovered: tho 
ſince their being revealed they commend them- 
ſelves to the conſciences of men, and are undoubt- 
: edly agreeable to the trueſt reaſon. whatſoever. 
And to ſhew this, is, I apprehend, the proper bu- 
ſineſs of miniſters this day, when the whole doc- 
trine of mediation is made by ſome an objection 
_ againſt the truth of the chriſtian revelation, And 


i 


Reverend Mr. JoHN GUYSsE. 
if the doctrine of mediation with God can be 
_ defended upon the principles of reaſon, I appre- 
hend *twill be of ſervice to chriſtianity thus to 
defend it; and if you cannot ſupport it by rea- 
ſon, or at leaſt ſhew it not to be an unreaſonable 
doctrine, I beg leave to know by what reaſon you 
will ſupport it. If the excellency of your faith 
conſiſts in believing without, or contrary to rea- 
ſon, you may poſſibly be commended for the 
ſtrength of your faith, but I am ſure cannot for 
the wiſdom of it. And if this be the meaning 


of your complaint, that the generality of preach- 


ers endeavour to ſhew the reaſonableneſs of the 
peculiar doctrines of chriſtianity,” relating to 
' Chriſt, and that the generality of hearers love 
to have it ſo, I think they deſerve great com- 
mendation and praiſe ; and act more worthy 
their natures, and more acceptable to God, than 
if they ſwallowed down doctrines without any 
examination, or made the impoſſibility of any 
thing an argument or-reaſon for believing it. 
Wiſe men will always conſider their natural 
light as given them, not to be put under 
a buſhel, or to be extinguiſh'd, but to direct 
and guide them into knowledge and truth. And 
when they hear goſpel-miniſters running down 
and inveighing againſt natural light, or that 
reaſon which God hath granted them, they will 
naturally ſuſpect impoſture and intereſt, a de- 
ſign to betray them, and make a property of 
their conſciences and purſes. And therefore, 
tho? after all our attempts there will remain dit- 

ficulties in revelation, that we may not be able 
to account entirely for, yet certainly the more 
evident the peculiar principles of it appear, tlie 
more agreeable they certainly are, and can be 
diſcerned to be to the reaſon and judgment of 
L - > 


— — +, to. IR 4 _ of me * * = 
" —— "ou 1 -w 20 I W 3 — a — | \ 
2342 * . — — K q 5 * r I _ <. =» - rage * * „ re 
— * 5 2 0 2 — — 2 is — — — * 8 y 6 r p 
” * : * 1 I. r 8 ur th < 7 * p — - G — — * "ws —- - ». pr fe tn dF > Fe - + 
2A B * * : . : — 3 r — Lo — — — 88 6. —_ 5 7 
S — 2 * 2 — — A — l - * 4 * 2 0 "zz; 2 1 ö — — 
2 . > — — — - 1 % -- ©; S * <a n 4 * 5 
ee - — — £2 E — 4 r 
— — — 22 . ——— — — — ens — 2 ——2—2— ny w_ — 


N 
| 
| 
| 


4 LETTER % the 
thoſe who examine them, they will find a more 


ready reception, and a more entire and hearty 
belief. And if fo be both preachers and hearets 


do wave, baniſh and deſpiſe things abſolutely 
unintelligible in themſelves, and that have no 
other proof but mere dogmatical aſſertion, and 
which have no influence to make them holyer 
and better; even let them go on to do it, pro- 
vided miniſters will preach and their congrega 
tions will hear the plain, evident and practical 
truths of the goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus. 


rag 62. But it ſeems you have à charge peculiarly a- 


gainſt miniſters on this head. Tour hand was 


lifted up, and you were reſolved to ſtrike home. 


Even moral duties themſelves, which are eſſential 
to the very being of chriſtianity, are #ſually ba- 


rangued upon without any evangelical turn, or re- 
ference to Chriſt, as fruits of righteouſneſs to the 
praiſe and glory of God by. him. They are placed | 
in the room of Chriſt, ars ſet up independent of | 


him, and are urged upon principles and with views 
#neffeftual to ſecure their prattice, and more ſuited 
to the ſentiments and temper of an heathen, than 
of thoſe who take the whole of their religion from 
Chriſt. I am very glad for the conceſſion you 


have made in the beginning of this moſt chriſtian 


' charitable paragraph, viz, that moral duties are 
eſſential. to the very being of Cbriſtianity; I ſuppoſe 
you mean they are an eſſential part of it, and 


eſſentially neceſſary to the character of a chri- 


ſtian, and to every man's entrance into heaven] 


happinefs; and I therefore ſuppoſe, that goſpel- 


- miniſters may and ought to preach about moral 


duties, to explain the nature of them, and preſs 
the neceſſity of them to ſalvation and happineſs. 


And I ſuppoſe alſo, that miniſters ought to prac- 
tile what they preach, to be patterns of humi- 


lity, 


Reverend Mr. Jo HN GUYsE, 


= meekneſs, forbearance, charity and love 1 
ot 


rwiſe their hearers will think, that they are 
for laying burdens upon the ſhoulders of others, 
which they don't care to carry themſelves. And 


herein you ſhould have been an example to your 


flock. But it ſeems the generality of preachers 
are, in your opinion, nothing better than mere 
haranguers. Now, not to make the deſerved 
reflections on your contemptuous way of treat- 
ing your brethren, in repreſenting them as meer 
empty haranguers, I ſhall content myſelf with 
ſaying, that I don't apprehend they deſerve ſuch 
a character from you, who are ſo very well 
verſed in the art of haranguing and declamation, 

and know how to raiſe your peoples paſſions, 
| without any real foundation to ſupport them: 
of which, to go no farther, the two ſermons I 
am conſidering are an abundant proof. But let 


us attend to your reaſons. Moral duties are uſually 


harangued upon without any evangelical turn. 
What is this ſame evangelical turn? Is it not 
placing them upon the ſame foundation that the 
evangely doth ? Is it not declaring them to be 
eſſential to the very being of Chriſtianity ? Is it 
not to preſs them as neceſſary to mens acceptance 
with God, and letting our hearers know that their 
final condemnation or acquittance at the judg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt depends on their works, as 
they ſhall be found good or evil, according as 
Chriſt, and the evangeliſts, and the apoſtles haye 
again apd again declared? If you mean any 
other turn, *tis not worth while to enquire what 
turn it is. Tis not the turn of the goſpel, nor 
a turn agreeable to common ſenſe and reaſon; 
but your own turn, from which I ſhall not ſtay 
to turn you aſide, e 
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But hey are uſually har angued upon without re- 
ference to Chriſt, as fruits of righteouſneſs to the 
praiſe and glory of God by bim. Who then, I 
beſeech you, do they refer them to? To Con- 
fucius, or Mahomet, or the Pope, or Jobn Cal- 
vin, or Marlin Luther? I am afraid, if the 
truth were out, the reaſon of your complaint is, 
becauſe they refer them to Jeſus Chriſt only. 
and not to one or other of the names I have men- 
tioned, who are all of them very conſiderable 
perſons, but none of them oracles, or ſtandards 
of the faith with me. I ſuppoſe however, that 
they preach out of the bible, and tell their peo- 
ple that their text is part of the word of God, 
and bring now and then a ſcripture to confirm 
what they ſay, and put their hearers in mind that 
they are under obligation to moral duties; as the 
regard the honour of God, and would wal 
worthy their profeſſion as chriſtians. The moſt 
heatheniſh preacher that ever I heard in church 
or meeting, haranguing on moral duties, ſaid 
as much as this. And can you not diſcern a plain 
reference to Chriſt in this, and other ſuch like 
general expreſſions? Perhaps the name Chriſt 
may not reign and triumph ſo much as you re- 
.commend. Bur ſtill if Chriſt be in the ſenſe, 
the arguments and motives, the ſermon is full of 
Chriſt, and hath ſufficient reference to him. He 
who preaches on a text out of the New Teſtament, 
thereby refers his hearers to the authority of 
Chriſt. If he preſſes any ſingle virtue from the 
pleaſure it affords the mind, from any preſent 
advantage that attends it, from the natural and 
intrinſick excellency of the virtue it ſelf, from the 
conſideration of its being lovely, reputable and 
of good report; in all this there is a plain re- 
ference to the example and doctrine of Chriſt, 
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becauſe Chriſt and his apoſtles recommended 
virtue with the very ſelf- ſame motives and argu- 
ments, If he enforces it by the conſideration of 
a future judgment, and its neceſſity to mens ac- 


ceptance with God thro' Chriſt, is not this re- 
ferring it to Chriſt as one of the fruits of righ- 


teouſneſs, to the praiſe and glory of God by him? 
I think it much more ſo, than it would be to 
tell them, that all their beſt works are as filthy 
rags, and have no influence upon their accep- 
tance and ſalvation; which is to debaſe the real 
excellency of goodneſs, and hath, as I appre- 
hend, very dangerous conſequences. For when 
we have perſuaded people of this, what ſignifies 


preſſing them to good works? Can we expect 


ſucceſs, when we preſs them to put on rags, 
and to adorn themſelves with filihy rags? It 
this 1s the real character of our beſt works, when 
we preſs men to forſake their ſins, and to a- 
bound in the fruits of righteouſneſs, what do we 
more, than deſire them to part with one ſet of 
naſty rags for another ? An excellent commen- 
dation this of virtue, and an admirable perſua- 
five to good works! I do not wonder that 
after ſuch a repreſentation of virtue, any ſhould 
deny it to be a neceſſary condition of ſalvation, 
and to have any influence upon mens acceptance 
with God. If it hath not, what arguments ſhall 
we make uſe of to enforce the practice of it? 
If we ſpeak of gratitude, I am afraid ſtrong 
habits will prevail againſt it, and that inclina- 
tion will draw more powerfully than gratitude, 
eſpecially as they apprehend their condition may 
be ſafe without their giving this proof of gra- 
titude. If we tell them the fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs are to ibe praiſe and glory of God by Chriſt, 
will they not be apt to deny it, after they 
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of placing them in the room of Chriſt,  -It is in- 


A LETTER 7o the 

have been told, that all their righteouſneſs is 28 
filthy rags ? Can they imagine that God can re- 
ceive any Glory from ſuch things as theſe ? No. 
This is baranguing on moral duties without the true 
evangelical turn, and reference to Chriſt, and a de- 
nying them 10 be fruits of righteouſneſs to the praiſe 
and glory of God by Chriſt. If your reproof was 
levelled againſt theſe, *tisjuſt ; tho! I hope this is 
not the caſe of the generality of preachers, _ | 

But your aim was different ; for you go on and 
tell us, that they (moral duties) are placed in the 
room of Chriſt ; i. e. they are ſo harangued on, as 
to ſet aſide the neceſſity of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
death and interceſſion. It mighteafily be retor- 
ted, that there are ſome others who harangue ſo 
on the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and attribute ſo 
much to faith, as to vacate the neceſſity, and 
weaken the obligation of moral duties. But I 
will not recriminate, and my reaſon is, becauſe 
many good men don'tſeethe conſequences of their 
own opinions, and becauſe I don't think it juſt to 
charge men with conſequences they themſelves 
deny; and I ſhould have thought that you would 


have acted the more candid part, had you not 


fixed it on miniſters, that they place moral du- 
ties in the room of Chriſt, but ſhew'd that their 

inciples would naturally infer this. Your pre- 
Fac repreſentation looks as if you pretended to 
ſearch the heart, and judge of mens ſecret views 
and purpoſes, How elſe can you. be ſure, that 
they do place moral duties in the room of Chriſt ? 


They may think differently of the neceſſity and 


influence of moral duties from you, and yet have 
as high an opinion of, and as real a dependance 
on the merits of Cariſt's death, and the power af 
his interceſſion as you, and even abhor the thought 


deed 


Reverend Mr. Joun Gurs k. 


deed a kind of expreſſion I don't underſtand, and, 
with others of the like kind, ſeems to be the lan- 
guage of a party. I can underſtand nothing 


more, or leſs by it, than their aſcribing ſuch an 


influence and efficacy to moral duties, as renders 
the whole of Chriſt's mediation unneceſſary, or 
elſe. their thinking about them in a different man- 
ner from the reverend Mr. Guy/e. Whether the 
latter be true, I cannot affirm, becauſe I can bur 
gueſs at your opinion about them; tho? if this 
were the caſe, I humbly preſume tis not ſo ve- 
ry plain a conſequence, that they place moral du- 
ties in the room of Chriſt. As to the former, tis 
a a matter of ſuch great importance, that I would 
not willingly fix ſuch an accuſation upon any 
man, or body of men in the world, without the 
ſtrongeſt grounds of certainty, becauſe tis nothing 
leſs than to charge them with a deſigned ſubverſion 
of the whole goſpel of Chriſt. The moſt that is 
aſcribed by thoſe proteſtants, who aſcribe moſt to 
moral duties, is, that they are the fruits of the ſpi- 
rit, that they are the condition of eternal Salva- 
tion, and that they are acceptable to God, and 
thro? the merits — iationof Chriſt ſhall ſecure 
to all true believers the poſſeſſion of eternal life. 
But how doth this overthrow the doctrine of 
Chriſt's Mediation? The very allowing moral 
duties to be fruits of the Spirit, is a plain proof, 
that they believe them wrought by the gracious 
operation and influence of the Spirit; which I 
can aſſure you is a doctrine far from being held 
only by you and your friends. And when they 
ſpeak of them as the conditions of Salvation, 
they mean that they are commanded by God and 
Chriſt, and are abſolutely connected with Salva- 


tion; ſo that they who do them not, ſhall not be 
laved ; and they who do, ſhall, according to the 


Con- 
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A LETTER 70 #he- 
conſtitution of the goſpel, and the proviſion of 
divine mercy, obtain eternal life. This connec- 
tion indeed they do not think to be meerly arbi- 
'trary, but according to the reaſon of things. 
They apprehend that *tis placing the happineſs 
of men upon the true foundation, in perfect con- 
ſiſtence with God's character, as the wiſe and 
holy governour of the world; becauſe they can- 
not imagine any thing to be more pleaſing to an 
holy God, than the holineſs of his creatures; 
any thing more acceptable to him as the governour 
of the world, than the obedience of his ſubjects; 
any thing ſo immediately to intitle them to happi- 
neſs, as a proper diſpoſition and meetneſs for hap- 
pineſs; which meetneſs they think conſiſts in that 
internal purity of the heart, and thoſe conſequent 
fruits of the ſpirit or moral virtues, which they 
apprehend neceſſary to make even the viſion of 
God himſelf delightful and ſatisfying. They al- 
low at the ſame time this appointment to be 
wholly of grace and mercy, that they are behol- 
den to the attonement and blood of Jeſus for the 
pardon of their ſins, and they depend on the vir- 
tue and efficacy of his advocacy, for the accep- 
tance of their perſons and ſervices ; denying all 


claim of merit, becauſe they know the imperfec- 


tion of their beſt ſervices, and the infinite diſ- 
proportion there is between what they do, and 


the promiſed recompence of obedience. In this 


ſcheme tis evident that moral duties are not put 
in the room of Chrift. For the attonement of 
Chriſt is allowed, and the great end of it con- 
feſſed, which is to render ſinners capable of par- 
don and mercy. His interceſſion and advocacy 
are abundantly acknowledged, ſince the accep- 
tance of mens perſons and ſervices are made en- 
tirely to depend on it. I have not enlarged - 
1 | : thi 


Reverend Mr. Jo HR Gurs EI 
this head, toenter into any diſpute with you 725 
juſtification, You may aſſure yourſelf you ſh 
never be diſturbed by. me for meer ſentiments, 
My. deſign is only to let you ſee, that tho you 
and other ſerious miniſters. and chriſtians may 
think. that the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed ta 
men, and received by faith as the hand of the 
ſoul, is only reſpected in their juſtification z yet 
that there is room for charity and brotherly love 
to thoſe, who are in the ſcheme I have repreſented 


45 oy 


to you; and that you have not acted a kind and -* - 


friendly part, in ane the generality of mi- 
niſters with placitig moral duties in the room of 


Chriſt; who poſſibly may. ſearch, the ſcriptures 


with equal ſincerity and impartiality with your 


ſelf, and, to ſay the leaſt, be equally ſkilful in the 
knowledge of them, _ e ee 
The following part of your charge is much of 
a piece with the former. They (moral duties) are 
ſel up independent of Chriſt, And is it not too true, 
that faith and Chriſt's righteouſneſs have been 
ſometimes ſet up independent of moral duties? 
And yet tis very probable that theſe conſequences 
will not be allowed on either ſide: And there- 
fore neither you nor I ought to turn accuſers. 
Your accuſation is undoubtedly raſh, -viz. that 
the generality of miniſters ſet up moral duties indepen- 
dent of Chriſt ; which I am perſuaded will be de- 
nied by every proteſtant divine in Great Britain, 
I have heard many in the Eſtabliſhment, and a- 
mongſt the Diſſenters, preach on theſe things; but 
never heard one that aſſerted that they were ſuf- 
ficient to ſalvation irreſpectively to Chriſt, or 
that they would entitle them to happineſs, un- 
leſs they added to them dependance on the merits 
of Chriſt's death, and his powerful interceſſion 
at che right hand of God. And I mult take rhe 
| : M liberty 
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ALETTER to the 
liberty to tell you, that tho? ſuch honda ſeem 
to flow from you very eaſily, your brethren de- 
ſpiſe them, and pity the man that fiſhes for a re- 
putation and character at the expence of others, 
and endeavours to make himſelf popular by aſſu- 
ming to himſelf the ſole honour of preaching 
Chriſt, and repreſenting others as ann 
deficient i in it, or wilfully deſpiſing it. 

But I am almoſt weary of remarking on ſuch a 
ſubject, and am glad I am drawing to a conclu- 
Fag. 262. ſion. If moral duties are ſet up independent of Chriſt, 

tis no wonder you ſhould add, that they are 
urged upon principles and with views ineſfectual to 
ecure their pratiice, and more ſuited to the ſenti- 
ments and temper of an heathen, than of thoſe that 
tale the whole. of their religion from Chriſt. And 
may I not ask you, whether your entring imo 


tions, is not only not ſuited to the temper of one 


alſo not to the ſentiments and temper of honeſt 
heathens themſelves. Suppoſing I ſhould tell the 


mons, with the ſentiment and temper of a flat- 


thodoxy, or to draw a croud of hearers to his lec- 
ture, or to encreaſe his auditory and ſubſcriptions 
at his on church, or meerly to ſerve a particular 
Party he belongs to; would not the whole world 
| delereadly cenſure me as acting a mean part, 
beneath and unworthy my character asa miniſter 
and a chriſtian? I am ſure honeſt and impartial 
men muſt condemn me. And yet tis thus you 
uſe your brethren. Twas not ſufficient that 
you charge them with urging moral duties upon 


principles ineffectual to thay their 0 : 
| ou 


mens ſouls, and judging of their views and inten- 


that profeſſes to take his religion from Chriſt, but 


world, that Mr. Guyſe preached theſe two ſer- 


terer, and a man-pleaſer, to gratify his patron, 
or with a view to heighten his own character for or- 


/ ²˙%»Uj ©; ⁵˙ UA... Kn . 
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Reverend Mr. Jo HN GUYSE. 
You go deeper, and ranſack their very hearts and 
ſouls, and make their views as criminal, as yo; 
do their principles ineſfectual. Here tis beyond 
my power to make any reflections. I leave this 


part of the charge to God and your own conſci- 


ence. He will judge between you and them. 
Principles however come under our notice. 
And what are theſe ineffectual principles you ſpeak 
of ? Do they urge moralduties, as indifferent 
things ? Do they tell men God ſees no fin in his e- 
lect? That they are not under a law to Chriſt? 
That they have not any power or ability whatſoe- 
ver to perform their duty? That they are abſolute- 
ly paſſive in the work of converſion ? That their 
beſt works are as dung and droſs, and of conſe- 
quence of no intrinſick value in themſelves? That 
they are required only in point of gratitude ? That 
they are barely advantageous to men, but have 
no influence on their acceptance and ſalvation ? 
Or that their final juſtification depends on their 
being clothed with the robe of Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs, excluſive of all regard to their on 
perſonal holineſs, and new obedience? I am 
perſuaded you don't think the generality of 
preachers in this ſcheme; and I would hope alſo 
that you don't charge their principles with 
being ineffectual to ſecure the practice of mo- 
ral duties, becauſe they don't enforce them 
with ſuch arguments as theſe. I am convinced by 
what I have read and heard, that the generality 
of preachers urge moral duties upan quite other 
principles, and that are much more effectual 
to ſecure their practice, viz. from their intrin- 
ſick excellency, the | precepts of the goſpel, _ 
the example of Chriſt, - the influence of his death 
and reſurrection, their abſolute neceſſity to ſal- 
vation and happineſs, the end and deſign of the 
5 | M 2 c pro- 
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ALETTER fo the 
promiſe and gift of the Holy Spirit, which is to 
create us anew in Chriſt, and to make us à pecu» 
lar people zealous of good works, Do you know 
of any who ſtatedly omit theſe arguments and 
motives? Do you know this to be true of the 

enerality of preachers? If not, why do you lay 


o invidious a charge againſt them ? And if they 
urge moral duties on theſe principles, is this any 
thing like the ſentiments and temper of an hea» 
then ? Doth it not look like the temper of thoſe 
who take the whole of their religion from Chrift ? 
I beſeech you think over this matter once more, 
before you account the generality of your bre- 
thren as heathens and publicans, and learn to 


think a little more candidly of them, who by 
their carriage to you, ſince you have commen-- 
dced a London Divine, have deſerved a much bet- 


Fag. 262. 


ter treatment at your hands, I am apt to think 
you know nothing of the ſentiments and temper 
of many, and but little of any of them, beſides 
the few of your own party. Had you expatiated 
in the commendation of ſome of their tempers 
and ſentiments, I am perſuaded no one would 
Have contradicted you. Their eminent learning, 
their valuable writings, their ſtated ſermons 
Tpeak their praiſes, and would have abundantly 
ſhewn the juſtice of your beſt panegyricks on 
them. But let me tell you, that the liberty you 
take in cenſuring all the reſt as preaching with 
the ſentiments and temper of heathens, is ſuch a 
cimen of your own ſentiments and temper, 
as ſhews too plainly that they both want a little 
correction and amendment. | 


1 6 - 


After you have thus laid and faſtened the 
charge, you paſſionately cry out, How many 
fermons may one hear that leave out Chriſt, both 
name and thing, and that pay no more regard to 

15 | * 7 
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him than if we had nathing to do with him! To 
which I anſwer, I believe, and hope not one. 
Pray how many have you heard, ſince your ſet- 
tlement at London, in which there hath been nei- 
ther the name Chriſt, nor the thing Chriſt? By 
your own confeſſion, moral duties are eſſential 
to Chriſtianity, which takes in precept as well as 


promiſe, and the whole of our duty to God and 


man; and therefore one would think that they 
who preach on moral duties ſhould not deſerve 
to be charged with leaving out the thing, 
tho? they don't name the name; and that when 
they preach out of the goſpel of Chriſt, they 
ſhould not be accuſed of -paying no more regard 
to him, than if they had nothing to do with him. 
What if after all they pay him as much regard 
as you and your admirers, and have as much of 
the thing Chriſt with leſs of his name, as you 
have with more of it? Perhaps they think there 


is a decency and propriety neceſſary in publick 


diſcourſes, and that the thing is of more impor- 
tance than a conſtant unneceſſary repetition - of 


his name. They may alſo think that there arg 


ſome ſubjects neceſſary to be inſiſted on, as foun- 


dation-truths to ſupport the ſuperſtructure of 


Chriſtianity, in which there may be no imme- 
diate occaſion for the uſe of that facred name. 
And if they ſhould, will you, -in the preſence of 
God, and at the future aweful tribunal of the 
Son of God, maintain this charge againſt them, 
that they pay no more regard to Chriſt, than + they 
had nothing to do with him ? It you will, thither 
they will, and do appeal for juſtice z and this 
vs cheir comfort amidſt all the oppoſition they meer 
with in their work from profeſſed friends and avow- 
ed enemies, that they are not to be judged by 
veak, and partial, and peeviſn men, but by him 


zwhoſe PEE 
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88 A LETTER to the 
whoſe ſentence will be according to. truth. Hard 
indeed 1s the condition of ſome miniſters. Un- 
believers deſpiſe us for our faith in Chriſt, and 
our very brethren, with whom we could join in 
feveet communion, and whom we honour and love 
for their ſervices in the Church of Chriſt, becauſe 
we are ſuppoſed to differ from them in leſſer 
matters, publickly reproach us as being treache- 
rous to the intereſt of Chriſt, and paying no more 
regard to him, than if we had nothing to 
with him. Father forgive them, for we hope they 
know not what they G-. | | 
Was the caſe as you are pleaſed to repreſent it, 
you might well cry out, That a melancholy ſymp- 
tom, That a tbreatning omen is this! But as you 
have over-loaded your charge, your omens and 
ſymptoms might as well have been ſpared, for J 
e your omens to be as viſionary, as your- 
ſymptoms are imaginary. But it ſeems the omens 
are fulfilled, and the ſymptoms are followed by 
[ the effects they threatned. Do we not already feel 
1 tus diſmal effects in the growth of infidelity, in the 
rare inſtances of converſion-work, and in the cold, 
low and withering ſtate of religion among ſt the profeſ- 
9 ſors of it, beyond what hath been known in former 
1 days? So that here are omens, and the verify - 
| ing of omens, ſymptoms of diſeaſes, and diſea» 
ſes themſelves all crouding together; ſo that ?tis 
almoſt impoſſible to diſtinguiſh the one from the 
other. But you will allow me to ask, Do you 
diſcern theſe diſmal] effects in the growth of in- 
fidelity, the rare inſtances of converſion- work, 
and the cold, low, withering ſtate of religion a- 
mongſt the profeſſors of your own congregation ? 
If you do, what, with all the name or thing, 
| | -have you to glory in more than thoſe, whom you 
1 accuſe of paying nq regard to Chrilt ? . 
| | — | Cle 


Reverend. Mr. Joun Gurs k. 87 
theſe effects to be diſcerned only in the congre- | 
gations of your brethren? Would to God your Wl 
miniſtrations were ſucceſsful according to the [ 
prayers and wiſhes of your heart. I muſt con- 
feſs, could I envy you in any thing, *twould be 
in this, to ſee you made inſtrumental to the con- YN 
verfion of all that heard you. But I dare not j 
allow myſelf even in this, and truſt in God I ſhall 
always rejoice in the ſucceſs of others, tho? I 
ſhould have occaſion: always to complain with 
reſpect to myſelf; Lord, who hath believed our 
report, and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been 
revealed] But yet I would ſtill hope, that the 
Spirit of God doth not reſide wholly with you, 
and that Chriſt hath not forſaken other chriſtian 
aſſemblies wholly to reſt on yours. Poſſibly we 
may have our ſhare of ſucceſs, and be witneſſes 

to ſome inſtances of converſion- work; and I hope 
in God ſuch inſtances will be continually multi- 
PIyIng upon us! g 2.07 bwolls | 
When you aſk, May uot theſe things be charge- Pag. 262. 
able in great meaſure on a prevailing diſuſe of preach- 
in Chriſt ? I anſwer, if the charge was true, it un- 
doubtedly might. But as it is not, I cannot help 
imputing the diſmal effects you ſpeak of, to quite 
other cauſes. Doth infidelity grow? I am apt to 
think, tis owing, amongſt other things, to the 
corrupting the original plaineſs and ſimplicity of 
the goſpel by human mixtures. and additions, to 
the multiplying articles of faith, to ſtamping diſ- 
pPutable opinions with the character of fundamen- 
tals, and making the belief of human explica- 
tions and conſequences as neceſſary to Salvation, 
as repentance towards God, and faith in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; to mens alcering the terms 
of chriſtian communion and fellowſhip, to the 
{ſcandal raiſed by miniſt: rz themſelves from their 
| own 
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own temper and conduct, making zeal for a par- 
ty paſs as a certain mark of ſalvation, and ſo re- 
commending dependance and meer faith, as to 
exclude the neceſſity of virtue and ſubſtantial 
piety. If theſe things are to be found amongſt 
any chriſtians and miniſters, if there be any real 
reafon for ſuch complaints, I do not wonder to 
ſee infidelity fpread, and the caufe of Chriſtia- 
nity. every day declining. . I refer you to the 
bocks >> Sino G—_ of nde, and the 
quotations that have been made in them front 


\% 
% 


time to time from the writings of chriſtian divines, 


for your fuller conviction in this mater... 
Again, Are the inftances.of converfion-work jel- 
dom and rare, and is the ſtate of religion amongſt 


the profeſſors of it cold, low, and withering ? Revive, 

oh! God, thine own work, and ſuffer not the 
miniſtrations of the goſpel of thy own ſon to be 
_ thus any longer without ſucceſs. If I may be 


allow'd to gueſs at any particular reaſons, di- 


ſtinct from thoſe which may at all ſeaſons be 


alledged ; Iſhould think, that the bringing party- 


differences into our pulpits, the mixing them 


with our prayers and ſermons, the venting per- 
ſonal reſentment inſtead of preaching the goſpel 


of Chriſt, the inflaming the paſſions of our hear- 


ers againſt others that differ from them, the 
inſiſting on nice and curious ſpeculations inſtead 
of plain and practical truths, the depreciating 
good works and moral duties, and the leading men 
to, and encouraging them in falſe dependances 
for ſalvation and happineſs; I ſhould think theſe 
and the like things, when and where- ever they 
obtain, very probable cauſes of the cold, low and 
withering ſtate of religion. Alas] how can it be 


expected, that if men employ their zeal about 
leſſer indifferent matters, they ſhould have ny 


le de 


Reverend Mr. JohN GUYSE. 
left, for the ſubſtance and power of godlineſs ? 


How can it be otherwiſe but that religion mult 


be in a cold and withering ſtate, when their love 
and brotherly affection grows cold, and they are 
led to believe, that cenſoriouſneſs and raſh judg- 
ment are chriſtian virtues? For be that loves not 
his brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he love 
God whom he hath not ſeen? True religion can 
neyer flouriſh but as the ſpirit of love grows 
more diffuſive and generous. Love is the great 
command of the goſpel of Chriſt, and in- 


deed, the fulfilling of the whole law. And if 


I know my own heart, I had ten thouſand times 
rather be inſtrumental to warm the heart of a 
ſingle man with love to God and Chriſt, and the 
whole family of Chriſtians upon earth, whatever 


be their diſtinguiſhing names, parties, and ſen- 


timents, than gain over multitudes to any par- 


ticular ſe& of Chriſtians, or to my own ſenti- 


ments in any of the myſterious, difficult and con- 
troverted points of chriſtian ſpeculation. And if 
I am condemned by man's judgment for this, 
and cenſured as having, heretical opinions to cover 
under the diſguiſe and cloak of charity,. I hope 


I ſhall account ſuch cenſures as my honour ; and 
to the laſt day of my life encreaſe in charity, 


which is the trueſt image of the beſt of beings, 
and the nobleſt preparation for happineſs in his 
promiſed kingdom and preſence, 


3g 


I ſhould have done, but you have one inference Pag. 266; 


ſo extraordinary, that I cannot paſs it by without 
obſervation, . Thirdly, Let it be your great con- 


cern to uſe and improve the preaching of Chriſt. 
I tuppoſe you mean, to frequent and improve 
the preaching of Chriſt, becauſe you add, if 


miniſters are to preach Chriſt, the people are to 
bear him preached. Now this inference, as it 


ſtands 


do 


A LETTER io the 
ſtands in connection with your premiſes, is thus: 
Since the greateſt number of preachers ſeem con- 
tented to lay Chriſt aſide, ſince they wave, baniſh 
and deſpiſe all that is peculiar to Chriſt, ſince they 
urge moral duties upon principles and views ſuited 
zo the temper and ſentiments of an heathen, and 
pay no more regard to Chriſt, than if they had no- 
thing to do with him, oh melancholy ſymptom ! 
oh threatning omen ! ſince the caſe is thus with 
the greateſt number of preachers ; therefore, 


thirdly, Let it be your concern to uſe and improve 


the preaching of Chriſt : i. e. Come to me and 
my friends, who preach Chriſt in a chriſtian 
manner. Don't go near thoſe heatheniſh preach- 


ers. Our lips keep knowledge, and you ſhould ſeek 


the law at our mouth, for we are the meſſengers 
of the Lord of hoſts. I do not charge you with 
this meaning, tho? I believe any impartial man 


would judge it to be ſo from the connection. 


If by your exclamations, and groans, and fad 
outcrys againſt other miniſters7 you intend to 
thin their congregations, you may poſſibly be 
deceived in your hopes. Methinks the run of 
ſucceſs, and the crouded auditory you have had, 
ſince at the head of a part of a divided church, 
might make you contented and eaſy, If I might 
be of your council, I ſhould adviſe you, to be 


' thankful to God for your own uſefulneſs, and not 


to envy others theirs; and withal to be humble 
and eaſy, for your mountain is not ſo ſtrong as to 
be incapable of being moved. I am perſuaded 
every faithful miniſter wiſhes for an encreaſe of 

our ſerviceableneſs, whether you preach Chriſt 
in the laticude or reſtrictively; in your own 
church, or at Mr. Coward's lecture. For my 
ſelf, my hearty prayer is, that you may go 5 

„„ T9 | an 
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and proſper, and that the work of the Lord may 


be ſucceeded in your hands. 


I think my ſelf incapable of wiſhing you any 


thing but good, and the true reaſon of my giving 
you this publick addreſs, is, not any prejudice I 
ar to you, or any of your friends, but becauſe 


you have publickly charged the greateſt number 
of your brethren with laying Chriſt aſide, and 


being mere heathens in the manner of their pub- 
lick miniſtrations; as being traitors to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſcandalouſly deſerting his cauſe from 
a prevailing love to natural religion. If you 
meant nothing by theſe ſolemn charges but mere 


_ declamatign, your integrity will be ſuſpected, 


by fixing the charge on the greateſt number. 
if the charge be true, and you can maintain it, 
I have given you an opportunity of defending 
your ſelf by proving it. If I have miſrepreſented 
vou, I ſhall upon conviction from you, do you 
publick juſtice, by retracting or explaining my 
remarks on your ſermon. But this I inſiſt on, 
that if your. charge is raſh and groundleſs, you 
ought, as a chriſtian, and much more as a mi- 


niſter of Chriſt, in juſtice to your ſelf, and in 
- _ juſtice to your brethren, to own your fault as 
| as) Ba you have given offence by it, and 
w the accuſation if you-can't ſupport. 


to with 
it, I ſhall only add, that if any perſonal ſcur- 
rility, and nameleſs ſcandal ſhould happen to 
come out from the uſual quarter, I ſhall paſs it 
by with the ſilence and contempt I have hitherto 
done. But as I have ever had a real value Or 
vou, I ſhall be glad of an opportunity to be able 
to vindicate your conduct in the ſermons I ave 


been conſidering ; it being one of the greateſt 
; Pleaſures of life, to do juſtice to the injured, or 5 


| even ſulpetted character of a friend. 
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To conclude : If it will be a ſatisfaction to any 
to inform them, why I have particularly chofen 
the two Sermons of Mr. Guyſe for the ſubject of 
theſe reflections, when we may find many grie- 
vous complaints of the growth of infidelity and 
vice in the writings of other ſerious divines ; I aſ- 
ſure them, my reaſon 1s, not his joining with them 
in their complaints, but, as I apprehend it, that 
unchriſtian ſpirit with which he makes them. It 
| hath been uſual with many good men, and ſe- 
rious mmiſters, to complain of the corruptions 
of their own time, as greater than what they 
were in others; poſſibly becauſe they were wit- 

neſſes to the vices of the times in which they lived 

themſelves, and could not have ſo certain and 
full a knowledge of the decay of ſerious religion 
in the ages before them. ' If Mr. Guy/e had only 
lamented the growing infidelity of his own day, 
I ſhould have heartily Tents with him in his 
prayers to God, that a ſtop might be put to the 
Progreſs of it. But not contented to do this, he 
hath thrown out the bittereſt charges againſt the 
P numbers of the miniſters of Chrift, and a- 


{cribed the decays of religion and practical godli- 


neſcs to their abandoning the peculiars of chriſtiani- 
ty; and being meer heathens upon view and prin- 
*ciple in their publick miniſtrations. This I appre- 
hend to be ſo cruel a conduct, as deſerves ſome 


publick animadverſion. Whether the complaints 


If good men before us, were reaſonable or not, 
1 Fall neither affirm or deny. Which ever it be, 
it ill be no juſtification of Mr. Guy/e's conduct. 
H ought to have known the truth of his'charges 
before he fixed them, and to produce his 5 — 


Reverend Mr. JohN GuyYSE, 97 
when demanded from him. Tf others have done 
wrong in the repreſentations they have made of 
their own times, Mr. Guyſe can't have done right, 
if he hath miſrepreſented his own. If their ac- 

counts were true, it does not follow that his are 
ſo too. Or if there be a viſible decay in practical 
godlineſs now, it doth not follow, that it is ow- 
ing to the greateſt number of preachers being 

turn'd heathens and infidels ; or that he ſhould 

Pave loaded his Brethren with fo injurious an im- 
putation. He might have kept free from invec- 
tives againſt the greateſt number of preachers, 
and yet have lamented with as good a grace, and 
as ſerious a Spirit, infidelity and ©. I remem- 
ber to have read a * preface with, pleaſure, part- 
ly on this ſubject, to a diſcoyle of preaching 
Chriſt, written with an apparentYoncern for the 
honour and ſucceſs of Chriſtianity, and in ſuch a 
manner as ſhews the author to have been poſ- 
ſeſſed of the benign and humble ſpirit of it; in 
which he pays the juſt acknowledgments to the 
preachers of the preſent time, and only propo- 
ſes it as a matter of enquiry, to what cauſe our 
want of ſucceſs in our miniſtry is to be aſcribed. 
And if I ſhould recommend his way of writing as 
a pattern to Mr, Guyſe, Tam aſſured tis a pat- 
tern worthy his imitation. I pray God grant us 
all more of that heavenly wiſdom which is peacg- 
able, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, that we may- 
appear to be the genuine diſciples of the mk 
and humble Jeſus. And tho? paſſions and frail- 

ties will more or leſs betray themſelves in the 
beſt of men, yet I have the pleaſure, of which 


3 Dr. Watts's Preface to My: caning ” Diſcourſes of preach- 
ang Chriſt, &c. " i 
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